Discover New York: 

 

The Six Word Story Assignment 
 

Think of your service experiences so far. Who stands out, in your mind's eye, from this experience? Describe this person, using Poe's process, observed above. Use excruciating detail.
 

What questions do you have about this person? What do you wonder about him/her?

 

List and describe issues surrounding homelessness that you have read, heard or learned about during this course.  What are elements that might contribute to someone finding themselves in the state of homelessness?
Some things you might think about but should not be limited by:
What might be this person’s story? How did they come to this place, on this day, in front of you?  What do you imagine could have happened in this person’s life? How do you imagine they will continue from now on? Do they notice you? Are you part of their story? Do they have family? Job? Hidden problems? What is the setting of your story? In your story have you used details in your description of people, places and things? From whose point of view is the story told?
YOUR STORY SHOULD BE AT LEAST 750 WORDS TO RECEIVE THE GRADE OF C. To receive a higher grade: IT MUST INCLUDE DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE, METAPHOR, SIMILE, BE RICH IN VISUAL IMAGERY. BUT AT THE SAME TIME AND MOST IMPORTANT: IT MUST DEMONSTRATE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE ISSUES SURROUNDING HOMELESSNESS, EXPLORED BY US THIS SEMESTER.
Basically, what I am looking for is that your observation of another person – in this case, a homeless person – that passes into and out of your life – be an occasion for bringing your deepest, most thoughtful self to the experience. In short: I want you to question, to wonder about another human being, and to thoughtfully bring to the experience what you know about homelessness as a result of your studies this semester.
 

 

