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St. John’s University is Catholic, Vincentian,  
Metropolitan, and Global.

as a university, we commit ourselves to academic excellence and the pursuit of wisdom which flows from free 
inquiry, religious values, and human experience. We strive to preserve and enhance an atmosphere in which 
scholarly research, imaginative methodology, global awareness, and an enthusiastic quest for truth serve as 
the basis of a vital teaching-learning process and the development of lifelong learning. our core curriculum in 
the liberal arts and sciences aims to enrich lives as well as professions and serves to unify the undergraduate 
experience. Graduate and professional schools express our commitment to research, rigorous standards, and 
innovative application of knowledge. We aim not only to be excellent professionals with an ability to analyze 
and articulate clearly what is, but also to develop the ethical and aesthetic values to imagine and help realize 
what might be.

St. John’s is a Catholic university, founded in 1870 in response to an invitation of the first Bishop of Brooklyn, 
John Loughlin, to provide the youth of the city with an intellectual and moral education. We embrace the 
Judeo-Christian ideals of respect for the rights and dignity of every person and each individual’s responsibility 
for the world in which we live. We commit ourselves to create a climate patterned on the life and teaching of 
Jesus Christ as embodied in the traditions and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. our community, which 
comprises members of many faiths, strives for an openness which is “wholly directed to all that is true, all that 
deserves respect, all that is honest, pure, admirable, decent, virtuous, or worthy of praise” (Philippians 4:8). 
thus, the university is a place where the Church reflects upon itself and the world as it engages in dialogue with 
other religious traditions.

St. John’s is a Vincentian university, inspired by St. Vincent de Paul’s compassion and zeal for service. We strive 
to provide excellent education for all people, especially those lacking economic, physical, or social advantages. 
Community service programs combine with reflective learning to enlarge the classroom experience. Wherever 
possible, we devote our intellectual and physical resources to search out the causes of poverty and social 
injustice and to encourage solutions which are adaptable, effective, and concrete. in the Vincentian tradition, 
we seek to foster a world view and to further efforts toward global harmony and development by creating an 
atmosphere in which all may imbibe and embody the spirit of compassionate concern for others so characteristic 
of Vincent.

St. John’s is a metropolitan and global university. as a metropolitan university, we benefit from New York City’s 
cultural diversity, its intellectual and artistic resources, and its unique professional educational opportunities. 
With this richness comes responsibility. We encourage the metropolitan community to use our resources to 
serve its needs. as a global university, we are one of our nation’s most diverse institutions of higher education, 
enriched by a mixture of cultures, which complements an internationalized curriculum. through collaboration 
with other institutions around the world, study abroad opportunities, and online courses and degrees, our 
outreach spans the globe. in educating students we pledge to foster those qualities needed for our alumni to 
become effective leaders and responsible citizens in a vibrant city and dynamic world.

Mission Statement of St. John’s University, New York. Approved by the Board of Trustees, December 1991.
Modified and reapproved in March 1999, March 2008, and October 2015.



cong
ratu

latio
ns Dear St. John’s Graduate,

On behalf of the faculty, administration, and staff of St. John’s University, we are delighted to 

offer our warmest congratulations on your graduation. You can take pride in knowing that, by 

earning your degree, you bring your years of study and hard work to a successful conclusion.

Today, you are now among the more than 190,000 St. John’s alumni who are permanent  

and proud members of the St. John’s family.

We hope that the knowledge and skills you have acquired will enable you to enjoy great personal 

and professional success. We hope that you practice the University’s Vincentian mission of service 

and caring for those less fortunate. Such compassionate concern both enriches your own life 

and, indeed, makes the world a better place.

The friendships and professional relationships you have developed during your years at St. John’s 

will remain valuable assets to draw upon as you begin your career. As a lifelong member of our 

University community, you are encouraged to visit campus to participate in the many alumni 

activities held throughout the year and to keep abreast of the continuing development of our 

programs and facilities. We are available should you require career counseling or assistance in 

pursuing additional academic opportunities or programs that engage your passion for learning.

Thank you for being a member of our St. John’s University community. Please accept  

our very best wishes on your graduation, and be assured of our prayers for your  

continued success.  

Sincerely,

Conrado “Bobby” Gempesaw, Ph.D.     Simon G. Møller, Ph.D.
President       Provost and Vice President for 
       Academic Affairs   





3†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Business Administration 
Dilruba Akther
Camile R. Beckford
Mary Coleman Ernst 

Stylianos Karas
Marissa Paige MacAneney

Class of September 2019
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean



4 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Science
Paige Brown
Conor Carey
Kendric Choi
John M. Cook †
Marie Estella Coridon
Michael Danz
Jonathan Delacruz

Matthew Delfranco
Sean Robert Greaney
Michael Joseph Jachcinski
Melissa James
Matthew Darrel Kerr
Cynthia Lolli
Zachary Makoske  

Class of September 2019
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean



5†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Business Administration

Class of January 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean

Yisikandaier Aireti
Jane Barry
Ashley Jasmin Bhuanlall
Karanpreet Bhullar
William Blanco
Kevin Buckley
Yovanny Castellanos
Anna Chaykina
Lap K. Chu
Jashua Cora
Jenna D’Aversa
Jenna Elizabeth Delphine †
Tara J. Donovan
Angeline Fang
Christopher James Iovino
Michael R. Johnson
Razia A. Khan
Justin Kipling
Yu Ning Lin
Joseph E. Lirag
Yaoze Liu
Jean Lopez
Catherine Mary Lyons

Sadashaya Santhosha Maitlall †
Lauren Marie Majid
Alex P. Papadopoulos
Antonio J. Perciavalle
Elizabeth Jane Permaul
Markita N. Reed
Leah Marie Renga
Robert James Paul Romeo
Madison Lynn Schneider
Rafael J. Sondon
Raphael Z. Sugerman
Amina D. Sutherland
Justin H. Teitelbaum
Pawel Tokarski
Rita R. Torsney-Sullivan
Kaitlin Amber Toussaint
Giuseppe Truglio
David Vasconcellos †
Roy D. Walters
Chutian Wu
Lin Xu
Xiaomeng Zhang †
Yuexin Zhang



6 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Science

Class of January 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean

Mashari S. Alfawaz
Lois Chidimma Anakwe
Joseph M. Babyer
Hallie Brown
Zhongda Cao
David M. Chen
Kimberly A. Clement
Patrick William D’Angelo
Lasheila C. Dennis
Matthew K. DeVito
Michael Rock Ding
Yanlin Geng
Courtney Gibbons
Christopher Giordani
Shuhan Guo
Phuong Lan Hoang
Michaelene A. Hudson-Aaron
Woo-Young Jang
Tafara S. Jhamba †
Yuping Jiang
Gaurav Jindal
Ruo Yun Lei

Jason Levy
Dawei Liu
Sihan Liu
Tyler Lynn † 
Alexander Joseph Makoske
Juliane Marissael
Francesco Meloni
Yang Ming
Doris Rivera
Nicholas William Rizzi
Alexis Rosas
Clarissa Salgado
Victoria Strain
Chongyi Wang
Xiaoli Wang
Danica Wens
George Williams
Xuemei Wu
Yiyue Wu
Yezi Xu
Maryam Yarahmadi
Yeji Yoo 



7†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Business Administration

Class of May 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean

Anelis L. Acevedo † 
Steffi I. Agbulos
Tamesha Alexander
Alexis Ali
Maha Ali
Alana A. Alie
Kyle Francis Alvarez
Bielca Alexandra Alvarezcruz
Ria Arora
Delia Arranz Flores †
Erin Alexis Pangog Baniaga
Kelly Esperanza Barahona
Andrew Peter Barakat
Christopher S. Barreto
Michael Batista 
Brandon Benn
Mirecia E. Blackwood
Simone Dionne Blackwood
Alyssa Marie Bossbaly
Bailey Patrick Brosnan †
Christopher Tyler Burgos
Alexander Cabrera
Taylor Nicole Cangialosi
Donovan Christopher Carnegie-Salmon Jr.

Jurnee Rachelle Carter-Jones
Gerik Leander Castillo
Michael Salvatore Cavanagh
Anaya Caynes
Wilson Miguel Chavez
Alexandra Nicole Checkers
Jelani Kempton Christopher
Alexandria Erica Collazo
Thomas James Condron
Zoe Nicole Cook
Felton Cooper
Chase J. Cortese
Adelina M. Coughlin
Andrei Lulian Crapcenco
Zachary C. Crisp
Joseph M. Cronin
Matthew R. Cuccurullo
Joseph Lawrence Cutrone
Anjalie D. Deonarine
Merlin Michael Donatto-Smith
Emily Dong
Bryant Fabrizzio Dortignacq †
Giovanni Lawrence Dragani
Colin Grayum Duffy



8 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

Class of May 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean

The Degree of Master of Business Administration

Melissa Judith Dunlop
Evan Alexandar Dyer 
Jillian Grace Eng
John Engel
Todd Fagan
Owin Desmond Farrell
Qi Feng
John Alexander Fenner
Jose Hector Galvan
Joseph Vincent Gattuso
Natalia Alise Gierber
Armando Gocaj
Georgia Petrula Golding
Eva More Gonzales 
Maria Gonzalez Bullon
Kaitlin B. Graf
Louis P. Gregorio
Tanner Everett Gregory
Madeline Nicole Grunin
Alyssa Marie Gunther
Naomy Hilario
Ridwan Ryan Hoque
James D. Hurt
David B. Jacob

Gabriella Isabel Javinett
Jason H. Jeannot
DeAnthoney Jenkins
Andrew Johnson
Emir Johnson
Jomin T. Johnson
Christelle Rose Joseph
Cecil Sabu Kakkanattu
Hamed Kalilou
Scott Ryan Kelly
Jaeho Kim
Emelie C. Klehr
Nicolas Adam Kuo
Amanda Kuong
Guy J. LaCognata
Saron Lam
Chul Hyung Lee
Scott Lemperle
Michael Lepore
Qingfeng Li
Jocelyn Lin
Winnie Lin
Danielle Christine LoCastro
Julia LoSchiavo



9†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

Class of May 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean

The Degree of Master of Business Administration

Cynthia Ruena Mahase
Matthew Dominic Maneri
Victoria Maniscalco
Karyn Mankowitz
Nichelle Marcelle
Ryan William Markey 
Shereen Massimi
Christa M. Mattis
Rylee Paige Maxam
Jermaine Mbadugha
Taylor McBane
Jay Justin McClure
Joseph Thomas McConville
Quran George McLaughlin
Daniel J. McNally
Ana Victoria Melchior
Melina Elvira Melendez
Stefany M. Morales
Diego J. Moran
Jonathan David Morris
Kassia A. Morton
Thu Minh Nguyen
Thy Minh Nguyen 
Talene Nigdelian

Adam Franklyn Ogbonuba
Alex Outar † 
Eleni Nicole Panagopoulos
Andrew Mark Pappadia
Vivienne Linzey Pates
Kamila Pawelec †
Ryan David Peterson
Zachary Joseph Phillips
Noah Andrew Powers 
Andrea Previati
Rachel Renee Proctor
Wei Qian
Wen Qiao
Celine Rabo
James J. Ralph
Patricia Rambarran
Harjot Rana
Ethan Henry Reed
Michael M. Reilly
Aaron M. Richards
Jordan Robinson
Ana Marie Rodriguez
Kayla Rae Rodriguez † 
James Vincent Romanelli



10 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

Class of May 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean

The Degree of Master of Business Administration

Lindsay Rose Ryder
Alexander J. Sabatino
Anokhi Anil Sachdev
Marina Renee Sacramone
Jonathan Anthoni Saldana
Adelina Sali
Taylor Scott
Gina Grace Serrone
Edward Shabomardenly
Brandon Ajay Singh
Theresa Sloan
Leander James Stevano † 
Aitor Suarez
Brian Sumasar 
Karl Florian Surge
Zheyu Tang
Seida Tejovic
Samuel Jordan Thompson
Solomon David Thompson
Diana Tokar

Nicole Elizabeth Tooker
Elizabeth Sin-Wan Tum
William Robert Turpan
Brian Charles Twohig † 
Raj Bhaveshkumar Upadhyay 
Ariana Marie Urena
Katianna Valere
Taryn Van Deusen †
Catalina Andrea Velasquez
Elizabeth Veras
Louis George Virgilio
Tor Gregory Weintraub
Layne Davis Williams 
Cyla Quene Wilson
Angela Wise 
Bo Wu
Christopher Michael Zervos
Rui Zhang
Xiangyu Zhang



11†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

Joseph Harris Adabi
Ester R. Alishayeva
Emily S. Altman
Rebecca Isabel Alvarez
William S. Anthony
Lindsay Joy Appel
Zi Zhao Bao
Marc Antonio Barreto 
Steven Robert Becker
Vincent Angelo Bonanno
Jeremy Brave
Thomas Adeir Burke
Fernanda Eugenia Calle
Edwin Antonio Castro 
Tanya Celestin
Michael Kevin Chan
Shinan Cheng
Jose Cordero
Anieth Soraya Da Silva
Nicki Dehghani Bonaki
Victoria A. DiGiovanni

Joel Damian Dillon
Antonio DiMaggio
Melissa N. Ehl
Lisa Elie
Ryan Anthony Encizo
Maykel A. Eusebio
Adam David-Emil Fattal
Rosanne Fernandez
Justin Fomba
Samiel Josue Fuentes
Claire Rose Gilberto
Shreya Guha
Krystian Dominik Halon
Malikia Ebony Shabazz Hamilton
Dylan Reiss Hawxhurst
Wei He
Luisa He Wu
Armanee Zhane Hechavarria
Edison Henriquez
Kuang-Hua Ho
Dorothy Holloway

The Degree of Master of Science

Class of May 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean



12 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Science

Class of May 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean

Amanda Huang † 
Lillith A. Ida
Olaya Inclan Solis
Ahsan Issa
Edmond Jaku
John Ricardo Jimenez III
Aba D. Joseph 
Kenoshan Joseph
Neelam Namratha Karan
Brian Kilcarr
Danilo Stephen Kovalevsky
Divya Kundnani
Jason Lau
Jonathan Lee
Xue Er Lee
Kevin Ho Lew
Ang Li † 
Xueling Li
Allissiana Licata
Jeffrey Thomas Mangiaracina-Connelly
Dean Marinis

Marco Mastronardi
Kristen Anika McKenna
Elianny Melo
Galvin Larson Misquith
Robert Carl Moffa
Serena D. Morrison
Adam Napolitano
Loendi Nunez
Joel Ossai
Sae Otaka † 
Victor Fernando Parraga
Monica Elena Paulino
Brandon Persaud
Indra S. Persaud
Naazleen Randhawa
Gregory James Redwanowski 
Joseph Sepic
Robert James Slevin
Terrence Smith
Bianca Suchdeve
Michael Sukram



13†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Science

Class of May 2020
Norean R. Sharpe, Ph.D., Dean

St. John’s University is not responsible for any omissions, errors, and/or changes in this commemorative book.

Degree conferral for the May list is pending the successful completion of all degree requirements.

Harry P. Sunder
Olivia Megan Sutherland
Alexandra Grace Taibe
Jiayan Tang † 
Wenxing Tang
Emily Victoria Tsui
Lauren Urbano † 
Ahmad Sohail Usman
Allan C. Uy
Esteban Velez
Maria Cristina Villon Bustillo
Austin Vukosa
Andrew Walsh
Qi Wang

Yiqi Wang
Zibo Wang
Lisa Elaine Watson
Nekayle Whitaker
Uchechi Wosu 
Alan Wu
Selena Yan
Min Yu † 
Qing Yu
Liang Zhan
Kaiyin Zhang
Zijun Zhang
Haotian Zheng
Datong Zhou



Academic Regalia

The caps, gowns, and hoods worn at college and university functions date back to the Middle Ages. 
Monks and students of those days wore them to keep warm in the damp and drafty 12th-century 
castles and halls of learning.

The gown for the bachelor’s degree has a semi-stiff yoke; long, pleated front; and intricate shirring 
across the shoulders and back. It is primarily distinguished by its long, pointed sleeves.

The holder of a master’s degree wears a gown with the same yoke effect as the bachelor’s. The gown, 
however, is worn open, and the very long sleeve is squared and closed at the end, the forearm coming 
through a slit near the elbow.

The gown for the doctor’s degree is also worn open. It has broad velvet panels down the front and 
three velvet bars on the large, bell-like sleeves. This velvet trimming may be either black or the color 
distinctive of the field of learning to which the degree pertains.

Generally, all caps may be of serge or broadcloth. In addition, doctor’s caps may be of velvet and 
adorned by a gold tassel. 

The hood gives color and distinction to the academic costume. The hood—a black shell-like affair of 
varying size for the three degrees and material to match the gown—is silk-lined, stressing the colors of 
the institution conferring the degree. The hood is then bordered with velvet of the color signifying the 
respective fields of learning.

The colors indicative of the various fields of learning are as follows: 

Arts, Letters and Humanities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .White 

Audiology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spruce Green

Business Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Drab  

Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Light Blue  

Fine Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brown

Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Purple

Library Science  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lemon 

Pharmacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Olive Green 

Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dark Blue 

Public Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Salmon Pink

Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Golden Yellow 

It is important to note that the field of learning having prior mention in the conferment of a degree, 
and not the department governing the major work, determines the color that is proper for the velvet of 
the hood. The doctor of philosophy degree requires the dark blue velvet, irrespective of the major field. 
If more than one degree is held, the gown and hood of the highest degree are worn. 







Words by Rev. Carl Rosensteel, C.M., and Rev. Thomas F. Ryan, C.M.

Alma Mater

“Old St. John’s”
Thy children here today, galore,

Old St. John’s! Our dear St. John’s!

And true will they be ever more,

Old St. John’s! Our dear St. John’s!

Thy colors bright, the Red and White,

We’ll wave aloft from morn ‘til night,

Victorious, we’ll show our might,

Old St. John’s! Our dear St. John’s!

From fervent hearts we breathe our prayer,

Old St. John’s! Our dear St. John’s!

As we commend thee to His care,

Old St. John’s! Our dear St. John’s!

That He will guard thee by His might,

And be thy shield in every fight,

Thou champion of sacred rite,

Old St. John’s! Our dear St. John’s!



M1-12842/LR

— St. Vincent de Paul 
Founder of the 
Vincentian community

“God makes use of the  
humblest servants for the  
extraordinary operation  
of His grace.”

St. John’s University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age,  
or any other characteristic protected by law in its programs and activities. The following person has been  
designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Keaton Wong, Director of Equal 
Opportunity and Compliance and Title IX Coordinator, Office of Human Resources, University Center,  
8000 Utopia Parkway, Queens, New York 11439, 718-990-2660, wongk1@stjohns.edu.


