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Christian Perring

Areas of Specialization: Philosophy of Psychiatry and Medicine, Moral Psychology, Ethics (especially Applied Ethics)
Areas of Competence: Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Psychology, Philosophy of Law, Meta-Ethics, History of Psychology, Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Sex, Philosophy of Education, Critical Thinking, Business Ethics, Criminal Justice Ethics, Media Ethics, Medical Ethics, Philosophy of Disability.
Present Academic Positions
Adjunct Full Professor, St John's University (Fall 2016-present)

Adjunct Associate Professor, Suffolk County Community College (Fall 2017 – present)

Adjunct Professor, Felician University (Fall 2017-present)

Previous Academic Positions

Adjunct Professor, Fordham University (Fall 2016-Spring 2018)

Professor of Philosophy, Dowling College, 2009 - 2016

Associate Professor of Philosophy, from 2003 - 2009.  

Assistant Professor, 1998-2003.

Visiting Assistant Professor at Department of Philosophy, University of Kentucky 1994 - 1998

Visiting Assistant Professor at Department of Philosophy, Georgetown University 1992 - 1994

Graduate Education

Princeton University





September 1986 - 1992

Ph.D. in Philosophy: Dissertation, "The Limits of Irrationality," (advisor Mark Johnston, committee Gideon Rosen, Sarah Broadie)

granted January 1996

King’s College London





October 1985 - June 1986


M.Sc. with Distinction in History and Philosophy of Science, 

Thesis, "The Role of Observation in Science" 
Undergraduate Education

Wadham College, Oxford University



October 1981 - June 1985


B.A., First Class Honours in Physics and Philosophy

Scholarships and Fellowships

Fellowship to Princeton University 1986 - 1992, with full tuition

British Academy Fellowship 1985 - 1986

College Scholarship to Wadham College, Oxford University, 1981 - 1985

PUBLICATIONS 

Edited Book

Perring CD, and Wells LA. (Editors). Diagnostic Dilemmas in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry: Philosophical Perspectives.  Oxford University Press, 2014.
Academic Publications (Peer Reviewed)

Perring CD. " Mental Disorder, Free Will, and Personal Autonomy". In The Bloomsbury Companion to Philosophy of Psychiatry. Edited by Serife Tekin and Robyn Bluhm. Bloomsbury 2019.
Perring CD. "Bridging the Gap between Philosophers of Mind and Brain Researchers: The Example of Addiction," Mens Sana Monographs, 2011 Jan-Dec; 9(1): 193–201.

Perring CD. ""Madness" and "Brain Disorders": Stigma and Language," in Configuring Madness: Representation, Context & Meaning, edited by Kimberly White, Ph.D.  Inter-Disciplinary Press.  (2009)  (~6,700 words) 

Perring CD. "Mental Illness," Entry in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, edited by Edward Zalta, 2009.  ~10,000 words.  Major Revision of 2001 entry.  [Available Online at http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/mental-illness/]

Perring CD.  "The Place of Moral Responsibility and Mental Illness," Peer commentary on "The Subjective Brain, Identity, and Neuroethics," by Grant R. Gillett, The American Journal of Bioethics, Volume 9, Issue 9 September 2009 , pages 32 - 33
Perring CD. ""Madness" and "Brain Disorders": Stigma and Disability," in Online Conference Proceedings of "Madness ~ Probing the Boundaries," Inter-Disciplinary.net.  (10 pages).  2009.  Available at http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/wp-content/uploads/2008/12/perring-paper.pdf
Perring CD. "Practical and Moral Factors Go Beyond the Practical Kinds Model," peer commentary on " “Psychiatric Disorders: A Conceptual Taxonomy” by Peter Zachar, Ph.D. and Kenneth Kendler, M.D., in AAPP Bulletin, Volume 15, Number 1, 2008 (pages 4-5).

Perring CD. "Ethical Issues in Teaching Death and Dying: Pedagogical Aims in End-of-Life Ethics," in   Teaching Death and Dying, edited by Christopher M. Moreman.  (New York: Oxford University Press/American Academy of Religion, 2008.)  Pages 33-48. 
Perring CD. "Creating the Conditions for Dialogue between Philosophers and Psychiatrists," peer commentary on Jennifer Hansen, "Philosophy and Psychiatry: Reading and Writing from One Side of the Divide—Or the Other" for the Bulletin of the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, 2007, Volume 14, Number 1 (pages 7-8)
Perring CD. "Against Scientism, For Personhood," Peer Commentary on Farah, M., and A. Heberlein. 2007. Personhood and Neuroscience: Naturalizing or Nihilating? American Journal of Bioethics (AJOB-Neuroscience) 2007; 7(1):67-68
Perring CD. "Truth, Identity, and Counter Stories," Trauma, Truth and Reconciliation: Healing Damaged Relationships, edited by Nancy N. Potter (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2006).  Pages 257-276.
Perring CD. "Conceptualiser les troubles mentaux chez les enfants et les adolescents," Philosophiques 33(1), pages 65-80, in special issue on "Philosophie et Psychopathologie" edited by Luc Faucher, available online at http://www.erudit.org/revue/philoso/2006/v33/n1/012947ar.pdf
Perring CD. "On Trying to Define a Credible Reductionism,"

commentary on Kenneth Kendler, ""Toward a Philosophical Structure for Psychiatry," for the Bulletin of the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, 2005, 13(1) (1080 words)

Perring CD. "Expanding The Repertoire of Bioethics: What Next?," Peer Commentary on Ilina Singh, "Will the 'Real Boy' Please Behave: Dosing Dilemmas for Parents of Boys with ADHD,?", American Journal of Bioethics, 2005, Vol 5, Number 3, pp. 63-63.  

Perring CD. Encyclopedia on Education and Human Development (M.E. Sharpe Publishers, 2005), Editor and Principal Author on Chapter on Mental Health and Education, author of "Introduction," "Mood Disorders," "Schizophrenia and Thought Disorders," "Conduct Disorders," and "Anxiety Disorders." (11,000 words) 

Perring CD. "Conceptual Issues in Assessing Responsibility for Actions Symptomatic of Mental Illness," International Journal of Law and Psychiatry 27 (2004) 489-503.

Perring CD. "Disorders of Childhood and Youth,"
in The Philosophy of Psychiatry: A Companion, edited by Jennifer Radden, New York: Oxford University Press, 2004; (in the Series of International Perspectives on Philosophy and Psychiatry); (pp. 147-160).

Perring CD. The Limits of Philosophical Knowledge: Implications for Philosophical Counseling,"

Journal of Philosophical Practice, Vol. 1, No. 1, 2003.  (3300 words)

Perring CD. Critical discussion of Philosophical Practice, by Lou Marinoff, The Journal of Mind and Behavior, Summer 2002, Volume 23, No. 3, pp. 321-324. (4 pages)

Perring CD. "Why Criteria of Involuntary Action are Value-Laden," in Descriptions and Prescriptions: Values, Mental Disorders, and the DSMs, edited by John Z. Sadler, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002.  Pages 184-196.

Perring CD. "Resisting the Temptations of Addiction Discourse," Peer Commentary on "Cynthia’s Dilemma: Consenting to Heroin Prescription" by Louis Charland, American Journal of Bioethics, 2002. Pages 51-52.

Perring CD. "Mental Illness," Entry in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, edited by Edward Zalta, 2001.  ~10,000 words.  [Available Online at http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/mental-illness/]
Perring CD. "The Neuron Doctrine in Psychiatry," Peer Commentary on "A Neuron Doctrine in the Philosophy of Neuroscience" by Ian Gold and Daniel Stoljar, 
Behavioral and Brain Sciences 1999, 22 (1 page).

Perring CD. Critical discussion of Divided Minds and Successive Selves, by Jennifer Radden, 

The Journal of Mind and Behavior, Winter 1998, Volume 19, Number 1, pp. 91-102.

Perring CD. "Medicating Children: The Case of Ritalin," Bioethics, Vol. 11, No. 3&4, 1997, pp. 228-240.

Perring CD. "Degrees of Personhood," The Journal of Medicine and Philosophy , Vol. 22, No. 2, 1997, pp. 173-197. Reprinted in Just Between the Law and Us: Introductory Readings in Private Law, (Canadian Legal Studies Series) Neil Sargent, Logan Atkinson (Eds.), Concord, Ontario: Captus Press, 2005.
Perring CD. "Direct intentional self-deception is also real," (Peer Commentary on "Real Self-Deception" by Alfred Mele), Behavioral and Brain Sciences, Vol. 20, No. 1, 1997, pp. 123-4.

Perring CD. "Addiction needs philosophical explanation, not mere redescription," (Peer Commentary on "Resolving the contradictions of addiction" by G. M. Heyman), Behavioral and Brain Sciences, Vol. 19, No. 4, 1996, pp. 592-3.

Guest Editor
Perring CD. Special Issue of Philosophy, Psychiatry, and Psychology on the Biopsychosocial Model. (Johns Hopkins University Press.).  Volume 14, Number 4, December 2007.  Featuring 3 main papers, 8 peer commentaries, and 3 author responses.  Pages 299-382.  

Textbook

Instructor's Manual for Twenty Questions: An Introduction to Philosophy, Fifth Edition, edited by G. Lee Bowie, Meredith L. Michaels, and Robert C. Solomon, Wadsworth, 2004.  (Co-authored with Leigh Shoemaker, Department of Philosophy, University of Tennessee, Knoxville.)  

Professional Website Material

Material for student book companion website to Twenty Questions: An Introduction to Philosophy,  Fifth Edition, edited by G. Lee Bowie, Meredith L. Michaels, and Robert C. Solomon, Wadsworth, 2004.  (Co-created with Leigh Shoemaker, Department of Philosophy, University of Tennessee, Knoxville.)

Online Work
Editor of Metapsychology Online Reviews (1996-present).
AAPP website webmaster (2010 - present)

Conferences Organized
"Philosophical Perspectives on Critical Psychiatry: Challenges and Opportunities" Two Day Conference sponsored by the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, co-organized with Scott Waterman and Doug Porter. San Diego, California. May 20-21, 2017.

"Philosophical Issues in Crime & Mental Illness," Two Day Conference sponsored by the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, co-organized with Peter Zachar, Ph.D. (Auburn University, Montgomery, AL) and John Sadler, M.D. (UT Southwestern, TX) 25th Annual Meeting, San Francisco, May 18 & 19, 2013.

"The Biopsychosocial and Other Models for Psychiatry: Philosophical Perspectives," Two Day Conference sponsored by the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, co-organized with James Phillips, M.D. (Yale University), 24th Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, May 5 & 6, 2012.
"Philosophical Issues in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry," Two Day Conference sponsored by the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, co-organized with Lloyd Wells, MD, Ph.D. (Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN).  May 16 & 17, 2009, San Francisco, CA.  (~18 presentations).

"Holism in Mental Health: Integrating the Biopsychosocial Subject ", One-Day Conference associated with the NYC Chapter of the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, Saugerties, Saturday October 16, 2004.  (8 papers presented).

Awards

Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities to participate in a Summer Seminar on "Justice, Equality and the Challenge of Disability" at Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, New York.  June – July, 2002.

Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities to participate in an Institute on Mind, Self and Psychopathology, led by Jennifer Whiting and Louis Sass, held at Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, June - August, 1998.

Professional Activity
Member of International Advisory Board, Neuroethics (published by Springer) (editor-in-chief, Neil Levy CAPPE, Melbourne; University of Oxford) (2008-present)

Member of Executive Council of the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, from January 2005 - present. Vice President, Dec 2016 - present.
Secretary of the New York City local chapter of Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry, 2000 - 2007.  Organizing about 6 meetings per year in New York City.  

Member of National Editorial Board for Philosophical Practice: Journal of the APPA from 2004-present
Contributing Editor to The Philosophers’ Magazine, from 2000 - 2007.

Manuscript Reviewer for 
Synthese
Philosophical Quarterly

British Journal of Psychiatry 

Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics 
Rowman and Littlefield

Broadview Press
Philosophical Psychology 
Neuroethics

Springer
Philosophy of Science

Columbia University Press

International Journal of Feminist Approaches to Bioethics (Indiana University Press)
Ethical Theory and Moral Practice (Springer)
Hypatia (Indiana University Press)
Blackwell-Wiley

Harvard Review of Psychiatry (Taylor & Francis)
Routledge

University of Michigan Press

University of Minnesota Press

MIT Press

Ohlinger Publication Services

Oxford University Press

Prentice-Hall/Pearson Publishing

Wadsworth Publishing

Philosophy of Science (University of Chicago Press)
The Journal of Philosophy, Science, & Law 
American Journal of Bioethics (MIT Press)

Philosophical Practice: Journal of the American Philosophical Practice Association (Taylor and Francis/APPA)
American Journal of Philosophy 

Philosophy, Psychiatry, and Psychology (Johns Hopkins University Press)

Science in Context (Cambridge University Press)

Teaching

Fordham University

Human Nature (Core), Ethics (Core)
St John's University

Business Ethics (Core), Metaphysics (Core), Ethics (Core and Core Honors), Philosophy of the Human Person (Core)
Felician University

Philosophy of Art, Ethics, Critical Thinking
Suffolk County Community College

Civilization: The Human Experience. Part 1 (Ancient) (Team Taught)

Introduction to Philosophy

Biomedical Ethics
Dowling College

Western Philosophy I
Western Philosophy II
Introduction to Philosophy
Logic

Ethics

Death and Dying

Ethics in the New Genetic Era  
Twentieth Century Philosophy (upper level undergraduate)
Philosophy of Psychiatry and Psychology (upper level undergraduate)
Philosophy of Education (course in Master's of Education Program)

The Culture of Madness (senior seminar, first co-taught with Dr. Joshua Gidding)

Medical Ethics (First Year Experience Seminar)

Philosophy of Law (upper level undergraduate course) 
Disability: Philosophical, Historical, and Social Perspectives (graduate course)

Ethics in the Cyber Age (First Year Experience Seminar)

Exploring the Self (graduate course); Ethics and Values in Science (graduate course)
Philosophy of Sex and Love 
History and Systems in Psychology (upper level undergraduate

Ethics in Criminal Justice 
Media Ethics

Family Ethics 
Philosophy of Religion 

Philosophy of Death and Dying (introductory undergraduate)

Moral Theory (upper level undergraduate).
Independent Studies Supervised:

ADHD and Moral Responsibility

Philosophy of the Constitution

Sexual Identity

Depression and Creativity

The Justification of Punishment

Alienation and Technology

The Ethics of Capital Punishment

Euthanasia
The Ethics of New Genetic Technology

Aesthetics and the Art of Mark Rothko

University of Kentucky

Introduction to Knowledge and Reality; Morality and Society; Ethical Theory; Death, Dying, and the Quality of Life; Philosophy of Mind; Philosophy of Psychiatry; Personal Identity; Philosophy of Law; Health Care Ethics; Irrationality and Moral Psychology

Georgetown University

Introduction to Philosophy; Personal Identity; Mental Health and Morality; Irrationality and the Unity of Mind

Princeton University (teaching assistant)
Philosophy and the Modern Mind; Introduction to Moral Philosophy; Introductory Logic; Medical Ethics; Aesthetics

Hospital/Clinical Experience

1 week observing clinical practice in adult and child psychiatry at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, February, 2002.

6 months aiding with teaching of MD 810: ‘Physicians, Patients, and Society’ class for medical students at University of Kentucky College of Medicine, January - June 1996.

2 months attending morning rounds at Georgetown University Hospital Mental Health In-Patient Ward, March - April 1994
