
CO M M E M O R AT I V E  B O O K

One Hundred Fifty-Sixth Academic Year

Graduate
C O M M E M O R A T I V E  B O O K

2025-2026



St. John’s University is Catholic, Vincentian,  
Metropolitan, and Global.

As a university, we commit ourselves to academic excellence and the pursuit of wisdom which flows from free  
inquiry, religious values, and human experience. We strive to preserve and enhance an atmosphere in which  
scholarly research, imaginative methodology, global awareness, and an enthusiastic quest for truth serve as the  
basis of a vital teaching-learning process and the development of lifelong learning. 

Our core curriculum in the liberal arts and sciences aims to enrich lives as well as professions and serves to unify  
the undergraduate experience. Graduate and professional schools express our commitment to research, rigorous 
standards, and innovative application of knowledge. We aim not only to be excellent professionals with an ability  
to analyze and articulate clearly what is, but also to develop the ethical and aesthetic values to imagine and help  
realize what might be.

St. John’s is a Catholic university, founded in 1870 in response to an invitation of the first Bishop of Brooklyn,  
John Loughlin, to provide the youth of the city with an intellectual and moral education. We embrace the  
Judeo-Christian ideals of respect for the rights and dignity of every person and each individual’s responsibility  
for the world in which we live. We commit ourselves to create a climate patterned on the life and teaching of  
Jesus Christ as embodied in the traditions and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. Our community, which  
comprises members of many faiths, strives for an openness which is “wholly directed to all that is true, all that  
deserves respect, all that is honest, pure, admirable, decent, virtuous, or worthy of praise” (Philippians 4:8). Thus,  
the university is a place where the Church reflects upon itself and the world as it engages in dialogue with other  
religious traditions.

St. John’s is a Vincentian university, inspired by St. Vincent de Paul’s compassion and zeal for service. We strive  
to provide excellent education for all people, especially those lacking economic, physical, or social advantages. 
Community service programs combine with reflective learning to enlarge the classroom experience. Wherever  
possible, we devote our intellectual and physical resources to search out the causes of poverty and social injustice  
and to encourage solutions which are adaptable, effective, and concrete. In the Vincentian tradition, we seek to  
foster a world view and to further efforts toward global harmony and development by creating an atmosphere in  
which all may imbibe and embody the spirit of compassionate concern for others so characteristic of Vincent.

St. John’s is a metropolitan and global university. As a metropolitan university, we benefit from New York City’s  
cultural diversity, its intellectual and artistic resources, and its unique professional educational opportunities.  
With this richness comes responsibility. We encourage the metropolitan community to use our resources to serve  
its needs. 

As a global university, we are one of our nation’s most diverse institutions of higher education, enriched by a  
mixture of cultures, which complements an internationalized curriculum. Through collaboration with other  
institutions around the world, study abroad opportunities, and online courses and degrees, our outreach spans  
the globe. In educating students, we pledge to foster those qualities needed for our alumni to become effective  
leaders and responsible citizens in a vibrant city and dynamic world.

This is the Mission Statement of St. John’s University, New York. It was approved by the Board of Trustees in December 1991  
and modified and reapproved in March 1999, March 2008, and October 2015.
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5†Graduate Certificate of Excellence lClare Boothe Luce Scholar

Candice Marie Belluscio 
“�The Long Shadow of Pride and Prejudice on 
Contemporary Fictions of Arranged Marriage  
and Marriages of Alliance” 
Granville Ganter, Ph.D., Mentor

Grant Crawford 
“�Sonic Futures: Exploring Podcasting,  
Artificial Intelligence, and the Evolving  
Landscape of Composition” 
Anne Ellen Geller, Ph.D., Mentor

David N. Gachigo 
“�Operation Airlift Africa: American Education  
and the Development of Future Leaders from 
British Colonies in East and Central Africa” 
Konrad Tuchscherer, Ph.D., Mentor

Maddi Rose Gervasio-Pontarelli † 
“�How Therapists’ Perceptions Impact  
Disseminating and Implementing Trauma- 
Focused Cognitive Behavioral-Therapy” 
Elissa Brown, Ph.D., Mentor

Kailyn Nicole Giaccone  
“�As I Type: An Autoethnography of Italian  
(Sicilian) Family Literacies Across Generations  
in the United States” 
Anne Ellen Geller, Ph.D., Mentor

Gabriella Elizabeth Greco † 
“�Recognizing Speculative Literature: Conceiving 
Identity in the Archives of Enslavement” 
Dohra Ahmad, Ph.D., Mentor

Kristen Garramone Hoffman † 
“�Breath, Body, and the Blank Page: An 
Autoethnographic Approach to Embodied  
Writing Practices in First-Year Writing” 
Granville Ganter, Ph.D., Mentor

Samuel T. Jackson 
“�Severity Profiles of Preschool-Aged Children  
and their Associations with Maternal  
Help-Seeking: A Latent Profile Analysis” 
Tamara Del Vecchio, Ph.D., Mentor

Miranda Levy 
“�Ripples of Support: A Mixed Methods Study  
of Bystander Behavior in the Context of Sexual 
Assault Among College Students” 
Andrea Bergman, Ph.D., Mentor

Shari Hannah Lieblich  
“�Associations Between Psychoeducation and 
Measures of Treatment Engagement in  
Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy” 
William F. Chaplin, Ph.D., Mentor

Theresa Ann Mustacchio 
“�Expression and Function of Floral Symmetry 
Genes in the Regulation of Flower Shape  
in Fedia Graciliflora” 
Dianella G. Howarth, Ph.D., Mentor

Kay Nikiforova 
“�The Relationship Between Psychotherapist  
Self-Disclosure and Occupational and  
Emotional Variables” 
Raymond A. DiGiuseppe, Ph.D., ABPP, Mentor

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

September 2025

Teresa Delgado, Ph.D., Dean



6 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence lClare Boothe Luce Scholar

The Degree of Master of Science
Samantha Marie Angarola †
Emily Rose Biblow
Samantha Ann Billings
Abigail Bridget Connolly
Sanaya Deas
Ellen Lane Garrison
Akiela Elizabeth Kelly
Jake Maddia
Kiara Maldonado 
Christa McGuire
Farrah Nagrampa †

Jaelyn N. Palmer
Michele Lynn Pittenger 
Brandyn Lewis Rivas
Lucy Ryland
Sophia Noemi Santiago †
Brian Daniel Schilz †
Kevin Brian Schulman †
Joseph Henry Strangis 
Julianna Nicole Volta
Alexis Megan Winters
Phoenix Winters

Suzanna Selena Balkissoon
Ayah Cruzado
Cassandra Isabella DiCosta
Elizabeth Ann Kaufmann
Alison Leal

Josephine Maria Masullo
Morgan Elizabeth Sapinski
Gila Sianov
Danielle Stephen

The Degree of Master of Arts

Advanced Certificate
Kiara Maldonado Farrah Nagrampa

The Dual Degree of Master of Science/Master of Arts
Kaitlyn Marie Normoyle 

The Degree of Doctor of Psychology 

Veronica Compean 
“�The Psychometric Properties of a Spanish  
Version of the Attitudes and Beliefs Scale-2  
Short Form in a Mexican Sample” 
Raymond A. DiGiuseppe, Ph.D., ABPP, Mentor

Alessandra Miceli † 
“�Evaluating Task Demands and Task  
Characteristics Analysis Among  
School Psychologists” 
Dawn P. Flanagan, Ph.D., Mentor

Annette Jay Schieffelin 
“�Latent Transition Analysis of Prosocial Behavior  
and Physical Aggression in Toddlerhood” 
Tamara Del Vecchio, Ph.D., Mentor

Samuel Joseph Verzino 
“�Propelling Whole-Cell Biosensor Creation  
by Leveraging Gene Fusion to Assemble  
Synthetic Functional Transcription Factors  
for the Detection of Biomarkers” 
Javier Fernández Juárez, Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (continued)
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January 2026
The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy
Sonia Maxine Adams †

“�‘Signature Gestures’: Anchoring the Black  
Diasporic Feminist Praxis in English Studies” 
Dohra Ahmad, Ph.D., Mentor

Juan David Carvajal Castro † 
“�Evolutionary and Ecological Implications of 
Coloration in Poison Frogs, with Notes on 
Molecular Evolution in Ectothermic Vertebrates” 
Juan C. Santos, Ph.D., Mentor

John Garganourakis
“In the Wake of the Anthropocene: The Ecopoetics 
of Shakespearean Film Adaptations” 
Steven R. Mentz, Ph.D., Mentor

Andrew S. Miele
“�The Latent Lens: Exploring Hetereogeneity in  
the Use of Physical Restraints via Latent Class 
Analysis and the Lens Model” 
Elizabeth Brondolo, Ph.D., Mentor

Jessica Mintzes †
“�Biogothic: New Directions in the Haunted  
Spaces of Nineteenth-Century Gothic Fiction” 
Amy King, Ph.D., Mentor

Riddhi Harsh Patel †
“�The Yeast Checkpoint Kinase Mec1p  
Functions in Transcription Termination by 
Facilitating Recruitment of Pcf11p and  
Regulating the Torpedo Exonuclease Rat1p” 
Ales Vancura, Ph.D., Mentor

Gina Nicole Rossetti
“�Violence, Alcoholism, and Marriage in  
Nineteenth-Century New York” 
Timothy A. Milford, Ph.D., Mentor

Advanced Certificate
Laura Nicole Chiaino
Fiona Wendy Hinds
Alexa Victoria Magione

Rebecca C. Orens
Amanda Dawn Robson



8 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence lClare Boothe Luce Scholar

The Degree of Master of Science

Lyna Malika Benhammou
Laura Nicole Chiaino †
Kathleen Claro
Hannah J. Conti
Shannon Martha DeNatale
Maya Faerstein-Weiss
Jerry Nawongbay Gbarlea
Erin Ginley
Michelle Elizabeth Gonzalez
Melinda Dawn Gordon-Lichioveri
Stephanie Monique Harding

Fiona Wendy Hinds
Alexander Angelo Ilario LoBianco
Alexa Victoria Magione †
Emily Nguyen-Hoai
Rebecca C. Orens
Megan Elizabeth Peace
Taryn Brinn Petersen
Amanda Dawn Robson
Brian James Sperber
Olivia Kerry Wilson †

The Degree of Master of Arts

Sanjana Sharika Balli †
Ramon Ernesto Castillo
Katerine Mary Civitano
Danella Dawkins †
Alpha Oumar Diallo †
Hannah Elizabeth Faddah
Colleen E. Ferguson
Aidan Matthew Heffernan
Melissa Rachel Hernandez
Prince Horsu
Jillian Marie Jindrick

Samantah Leofric
Sanjana Norupa Liliah
Christopher Kalu Okafor
Kevin Palla
Gustavius Babylon Raynor
Esteban Guadalupe Rodriguez
Erin Thérèse Sangianario
Gabriela Skrodzki
Kayla Marie Tremblay
Liam Joseph Walsh †
Man Qing Zhou

The Dual Degree of Master of Science/Master of Arts

Diana Mary Gilday Luciana Ochoa 
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May 2026
The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy
Brian Donald Hicks

“�Finding, Founding, and Forging: Queer 
Formulations of Family in Nineteenth- 
Century British Novels” 
Rachel Hollander, Ph.D., Mentor

William J. Kerrane
“�A Hero’s Horizon of Mirrors: 
Dovette, Deve, Dovrà” 
Stephen Sicari, Ph.D., Mentor 

Ryhaan Shakoor
“�African American Women’s Engagement in 
the Black Liberation Struggle at Home and  
Abroad 1910-1977” 
Kristin M. Szylvian, Ph.D., Mentor

Faria Sharon Sookdeo
“�Human Being and Being Human in  
Frankenstein and Catholic Social Teaching” 
Steven Mentz, Ph.D., Mentor

Kamaya Thompson
“�Leading for Wholeness: Black Girlhood,  
Morrison and Hurston, and the Epistemology  
of Flourishing in Independent Schools” 
Raj Chetty, Ph.D., Mentor

Sana Khan Younis 
“�Constellations of Alterity:  
A Creative/Critical Dissertation” 
Dohra Ahmad, Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Doctor of Audiology

Jessica Marcus 
	 Shruti Deshpande, Ph.D., Mentor

Cindy O’Neal 
	 Shruti Deshpande, Ph.D., Mentor

Jenny Elisette Ortega 
	 Yula C. Serpanos, Ph.D., Mentor

Nirmeen Schumman 
	 Suzanne Miller, Ph.D., Mentor

Anastasia E. Stavropoulos 
	 Janet R. Schoepflin, Ph.D., Mentor
 
Kristen Torres † 
	 Suzanne Miller, Ph.D., Mentor

Jasmine Bryant
“�An REBT Intervention to Reduce Stress  
and Enhance Putting Performance among  
Student-Athlete Golfers” 
Mark D. Terjesen, Ph.D., Mentor 

Kaitlyn Edwards 
“�A Survey on School Psychologists’ Knowledge, 
Practices, and Attitudes for Implementing  
Multi-Tiered Systems of Supports for Social-
Emotional Learning” 
Marlene Sotelo-Dynega, Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Doctor of Psychology

Advanced Certificate 

Madeleine Cavallino
Catherine Jada Dragon  
Caitlin Kelly †

Eileen Lepping 
Kihana Elise Schicatano
Teresa Jeanette Schulte †
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The Degree of Master of Arts

Tourika Alam
Ahmed Ali
Anjeanette Ang
Jewel Stachelle Antoine 
Janae C. Antrum
Emma Catherine Baeza
Emily Marie Battaglia 
Rachel Marie Bernaschina
Emma Rose Bianchi
Andrew Brandt † 
Olivia Hope Briganti 
Jamal De’shon Brown 
Adia Brendell Bush
Michael Anthony Cabarcas 
Joana Calderon
Stephanie Priscilla Cando 
Julivette Marie Cardenas 
Jason Chinchilla
Giovanni Cianciotta
Martin Clarke
Alexa Coddington 
Raul A. Corona  
Journee Cunningham

Quinn William Danvers 
Christian Dellavella  
Alexandra de Sadow
Marcos Ignacio Dominguez  
Molly Marie Downs
Catherine Jada Dragon
Piotr Draus
JayLa Fenty 
Olivia Fiallo  
Lori Andrea Franco 
Celeste Frances Gable
Abigail Elizabeth Graham
Isabella Harper Heinzen
Kelly Hollis
Jordan Howell
Corinne Alyse Ingleterra
Arianna Tamia Ingram
Keara Liz Inoa
Gouri Sree J 
Jennifer Malvoisin Jean-Pierre 
Britney Jeyanayagam  
AnnaLee F. Kalil
Noreen Kelly

The Degree of Master of Science

Robert Akilov †  
Luciana Valentina Alicea
Samaria Ivette Amadeo
Veena Bhavini Bedasie †
Hailee Boscoe †
Emily Caldwell l  
Natalie Lauren Casto
Madeleine Cavallino †
Yomi Alexandria Forsh-Hamilton
Steven Bryce Hanger
Madison Lynn Holloway
Caitlin Kelly †
Stacey Lynn Kohlmeyer
Eileen Lepping
Puanani Luhia
Megan Magallanes

Katherine Mayrose †
Valentina Molina
Kristen Myllek †
Lydia Anne Nelson
Erin O’Neil
Sara Gjovalin Pepushi †
Justine Rios  
Krystal Diana Rivera
Amanda Sati
Teresa Jeanette Schulte †
Agniva Sinha  
Emma Terronez
Savannah Velez
Kirstin Waldmann †
Kianna Alexis Williams 



11†Graduate Certificate of Excellence lClare Boothe Luce Scholar

The Degree of Master of Arts (continued)

Milana Khaimova
Julia Yvonne Koenig
Joseph P. Kowalski
Megan Leary
Raphael C. Legaspi †
Sofia Linardos
Antanya Lindsay
Georgia Christina Liotopoulos
Taylor Jo Lobur
Sebastian Loiseau  
Pol Marti Atanet
Taylor McFadden
Deidre McVey
Angelina Merlino
Yasmin Mohamed
Isabella R. Moore
Ariellis Moreta †
Minh Huu Hien Nguyen
Precious C. Onyeukwu
Joselyn Osorio
Kelly Therese Ostermann 
Priya Patel  
Brianna Ellen Paulsen 
Mauricio Pellegrino da Costa Lima
George Perdikogiannis
George Pu
Olivia Anna Rainson †

Anilei Rakhar
Diana Gaytri Ramlal
John Rasmussen
Taylor Alexandra Robbins
Aaliyah Katrina Roulston
Hannah Rumpf †
Danielle Marie Russo
Nicholas Robert Salerno
Kihana Elise Schicatano
Lily Karen Schow 
Anna Segal
Arzum Sepici
Nadia Desmarae Serrano  
Despina Sgouros
Nicholas Harrison Silverstein 
Tiara Smith
Christopher Thomas Sosa †
Liberty Anastasia Sova 
Lauren A. Stewart
Amanda Suffardo
Annabel Susanin
Madison Faye Traverzo
Kristin Diane Tuohy
Donald Nnamdi Uzoh
Rocio Belen Varela
Justin Thomas Walsh
Max Yacker
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June 2026

Serah Betancourt
“�Don’t Hit Mommy! Associations Between  
Harsh Parenting and Aggression in Toddlerhood: 
The Moderating Role of Temperament” 
Tamara Del Vecchio, Ph.D., Mentor 

Brandon Matthew Dial
“�Anger Coping and Its Relations to Ambulatory 
Blood Pressure Reactivity and Recovery: The 
Moderating Effects of Ethnic Discrimination” 
Elizabeth Brondolo, Ph.D., Mentor 

Jordan Holmén
“�Parental Emotion Regulation:  
Associations with Child Affect and  
Emotion Socialization Behaviors” 
Tamara Del Vecchio, Ph.D., Mentor 

Lauren Baker Lloveras
“�Vulnerable Narcissism in Borderline  
Personality Disorder: Impact on Emotion 
Dysregulation, Identity Disturbance, and  
Rejection Sensitivity in Psychiatric Inpatients” 
Wilson McDermut, Ph.D., Mentor 

Emilie Paul 
“�Moderators of Change in Parent Child  
Relationship Quality in Trauma-Focused  
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy” 
Melissa Peckins, Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Isabel Putney Bingham Mixter
“�Examining Positive Psychology Components  
in CBT for Adolescent Depression: A Manual- 
Level Content Analysis”  
Mark D. Terjesen, Ph.D., Mentor 

Gianna Elizabeth Bolusi
“�The Relationship Between Fixed Mindsets, 
Irrational Beliefs, and Athletic Performance in 
High School Track and Field Athletes” 
Mark D. Terjesen, Ph.D., Mentor 

Brooke Melissa Koeppel
“�SM Providers’ Perspectives on Treating  
Selective Mutism in Children with Autism” 
Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D., Mentor

Kyle George Macdonald
“�Beliefs and Recommendations of Parents  
and Teachers for Internalizing vs. Externalizing 
Disorders: A Thematic Analysis” 
Imad Zaheer, Ph.D., Mentor

Matthew Harris Stifelman
“�Exploring Perceived School Administrator 
Leadership Support and Teacher Burnout” 
Imad Zaheer, Ph.D., Mentor

Sarah Lauren Swerdin
“�Incorporating CBT and Mindfulness into  
Teacher Training to Improve the Relationship 
between Teachers and Autistic Students” 
Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Doctor of Psychology
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The Degree of Master of Science 

Julia Marie Bonnano 
Maria Bonnano
Alexandria Dolan
Dawson Jacob Hughes
Victoria LaRocca
Sophia Marie Palacios
Sarah Quintal
Saqib Rahman

Isabella Rodriguez  
Dahlia Sered Bromberg †
Meghan Skakandi
Genesis Tolentino  
Chava Tusk
Michal Yacker-Inslicht 
Ahuva Zaghi 
Meredith Zoltan
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September 2025

James D. Wolfinger, Ph.D., Dean

Joseph Pat Acri †
Milena Bautista-Tomala
Seoungyeun Chang
Erich Jason Crawford
Qiaofei Josephine Dai
Ciara Marie DaSilva
Daniel Louis Fabi
Janet Feyikemi Oluwadamilola Folarin
Bridget Laurana Heery

Emilie Hryszko †
Mikaela Kelly
Renee Lewis
Natalie Louise Mucciola
Odalis Salcedo Mayol
Michelle Schwab
Ellie Siwicki †
Kryston Anthony Whyte

The Degree of Master of Science in Education

Advanced Certificate
Aleisha Forbes 
Michele Hennessy †
Nicole Imbesi †
Lauren Jansen
Dawn Kelly
Catherine Koenderman †
Shanice Laing †
Jasmine Lina
Joseph Alexander MacEachen †
Suzanne Marie McCall †
Natasha McGeary

Todd Meiselbach
Daphne Melo †
Olivia Minervini †
Shawn Moran †
Joanne Moreno
Frank Reilly †
Andrew Rohan †
Lisa Schaefer-Heuer †
Martha Vega †
Evelin Viera Moreno †
Heather Zimmermann †
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January 2026
The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 

Jocelyn Castillo 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Exploring Academic Librarians Self-Perceived 
Teaching Attitudes and Practical Culturally 
Responsive Teaching (CRT) Strategies in  
Library Instruction” 
Michael R. Sampson, Ph.D., Mentor

Gonzalo Grant Lao Castro 
(Ph.D.)  
“�A Qualitative Study on Teaching Strategies  
for Comprehension of Ambiguous  
Language Among Adolescent English  
Language Learners” 
Nikki Chamblee, Ph.D., Mentor

Kristel Raynee Collins 
(Ph.D.)  
“Peeking Behind the Veil of the District- 
Level Literacy Leader: Does Research  
Match Reality?” 
Roger Bloom, Ed.D., Mentor

Shari Lynn Curry 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Content-Area Middle School Teachers’ 
Perceptions of the Adolescent Literacy Crisis” 
Ekaterina Midgette, Ph.D., Mentor

Jason Samuel Fuller 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Rooted in Education: Defining and Exploring 
Characteristics of School Learning Gardens  
and Their Influence on Student Development  
in Urban Settings” 
Mary Beth Schaefer, Ed.D., Mentor

Kathrine Hurt 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Equity in the Diversity of Representation  
in Children’s Literature—Target Age Six Years  
Old to Ten Years Old—Probabilities of  
Change and Growth” 
Bonnie J. Johnson, Ph.D., Mentor

Chasidy P. Kennedy 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Investigating the Practicality of Parent-
Implemented Intervention in Literacy for 
Children with Autism Residing in Under-
Resourced Communities” 
Nikki Chamblee, Ph.D., Mentor

Logan James Krisl 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Perception of Adoption of Artificial Intelligence 
in Beginning Teachers’ Literacy Practices” 
Ekaterina Midgette, Ph.D., Mentor

Lindsay Kohart McDermott 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Identifying At-Risk Readers: The Role of 
Advanced Nonsense Word Fluency Probes  
in Early Literacy Screening” 
Clare Waterman, Ph.D., Mentor

Molly Marian Murtagh 
(Ph.D.)  
“�The Role a Teacher’s Level of Phonemic 
Awareness and Phonics Knowledge Plays in  
the Implementation of Sound Wall Instruction 
in Early Childhood Classrooms” 
Bonnie J. Johnson, Ph.D., Mentor

Rosanne Ravo-Vernon  
(Ph.D.)  
“�Reading Comprehension for the English  
as a Second Language Learner: Oral or  
Silent Reading Which Method of Instruction 
is More Effective?” 
Olivia G. Stewart, Ph.D., Mentor

Genesis Andrese Ryant 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Reading Between the Lines: Exploring How 
Technical High School Teachers Navigate  
Race and Neurodiversity Through  
Literacy Practices” 
Ekaterina Midgette, Ph.D., Mentor
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The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (continued)

Jill Renee Zablocki 
(Ph.D.)  
“�Initial Phonemic Awareness Instruction 
with Printed Words Compared to Oral-Only 
Instruction: Segmenting, Blending, and  
Letter–Sound Learning” 
Clare Waterman, Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Doctor of Education

Alison Celaya 
(Ed.D.) 
“First, but Not Alone: A Phenomenological  
Study of Sibling Dynamics in First-Generation 
College Student Success” 
Catherine C. DiMartino, Ph.D., Mentor

Rowena Maria Costa 
(Ed.D.) 
“�The Relationship Between Teacher  
Self-Efficacy and Student Achievement” 
Jenny Yang, Ed.D., Mentor

Barbara Delaleu 
(Ed.D.) 
“�A Case Study on Implementing Culturally 
Responsive Sustaining Education: TESOL 
Teachers’ Perspectives on Supporting Caribbean 
Immigrant ELL Students” 
Joan I. Birringer-Haig, Ed.D., Mentor

Marie F. Fonzo 
(Ed.D.) 
“�Homework and Well-Being: A Case Study of 
Educator, Administrator, and Parent Perspectives in 
a Long Island Elementary School” 
Anthony J. Annunziato, Ed.D., Mentor

Anika Dorsey Good 
(Ed.D.) 
“�Examining First-Generation College Students’ 
Academic, Social, Emotional, and Financial 
Experiences During the Coronavirus 2019 
(COVID-19) Pandemic” 
Barbara Cozza, Ph.D., Mentor

Tolisa Khelawan 
(Ed.D.) 
“�Exploring Elementary Students’ Perceptions  
of Community-School Partnerships: Effect  
on Academic Motivation” 
James C. Coviello, Ed.D., Mentor

Caitlin Krauszer 
(Ed.D.) 
“�The Influence of Social Media on Elementary 
School Students: The Perceptions of 
Administrators and Elementary Educators” 
Catherine C. DiMartino, Ph.D., Mentor

Andrew Steven McIntosh 
(Ed.D.) 
“�Exploring the Leadership Qualities of LGBTQ+ 
School Administrators Through the Prism of  
the Developmental Model of the Closet” 
Catherine C. DiMartino, Ph.D., Mentor

Megan Murphy 
(Ed.D.) 
“�From Burnout to Balance: The Influence of  
SEL on Educator Well-Being and Retention” 
James R. Campbell, Ph.D., Mentor

Maria A. Pace 
(Ed.D.) 
“�The Relationship Between Extracurricular 
Participation, Absence Rate, and Academic 
Achievement in Adolescents: The Moderating  
Role of Socioeconomic Status and Gender” 
Jenny Yang, Ed.D., Mentor
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The Degree of Doctor of Education (continued)

Zully M. Petrucci 
(Ed.D.) 
“�How Does a Wellness Program Support 
Students’ Physical, Mental, Emotional,  
Spiritual, Social and Environmental  
Well-Being in High School and College?” 
Joan I. Birringer-Haig, Ed.D., Mentor

Leslie Zeelika Pieters-Klatsky 
(Ed.D.) 
“�An Exploration of the Perceptions of  
Black Women Leading Interscholastic  
Sports Programs” 
James C. Coviello, Ed.D., Mentor

David Lawrence Renahan 
(Ed.D.) 
“�Retention of Special Education 
Paraprofessionals: A District-Level Case  
Study of Leadership, Collaboration, and 
Systemic Support” 
James C. Coviello, Ed.D., Mentor

Saida Rodriguez-Tabone 
(Ed.D.) 
“�Servant Leadership and Student Achievement 
in High Schools: Graduation Rate and Regents 
Performance in Mathematics and English” 
Jenny Yang, Ed.D., Mentor

Meg Anne Sheehan 
(Ed.D.) 
“�The Relationship Between K–12 School 
Administrators’ Adaptive Leadership Behaviors 
and Self-Efficacy for Crisis Management” 
Jenny Yang, Ed.D., Mentor

Joyce Merius Speed 
(Ed.D.) 
“�The Effects of Youth Extracurricular  
Involvement on the Home Environment  
of Millennial African American Families” 
Anthony J. Annunziato, Ed.D., Mentor

Edward John Storck 
(Ed.D.) 
“�Disability and Demographic Influences on 
Advanced Placement Calculus Performance:  
A Quantitative Analysis” 
Jenny Yang, Ed.D., Mentor

John Trotta 
(Ed.D.) 
“�The Impact of School Type, Community,  
and School Factors on Sixth-Grade Students  
in New York” 
Joan I. Birringer-Haig, Ed.D., Mentor

Leonard William Wright 
(Ed.D.) 
“�The Engagement of One-to-One Devices 
 in a Community Eligibility Provision Public  
School Environment” 
James R. Campbell, Ph.D., Mentor
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Advanced Certificate 

Emily Gerard Carrino †
Ana Gladis Coreas †
Michele Hennessy †
Nicole A. Imbesi †
Lauren M. Jansen †
Shanice Decarlo Laing
Victoria Anne Lohwasser
Brandon Lomuto †
Erica Barrie Marcus †
Natasha A. McGeary
Todd Meiselbach †
Daphne Melo 

Olivia Elizabeth Minervini †
Joanne Moreno
Allix Regina 
Frank Reilly †
Andrew Charles Rohan †
Lisa Ross
Damian Trombetta †
Martha Vega † 
Evelin Gisela Viera Moreno †
Gasner Andre Gesner Vil
Heather Zimmermann

Hilary Nyarkoh Asare †
Ana Rashel Azua
Sahra Banja
Anita Barua
Olivia Dorothy Cesarini †
Bobby Charalabidis
Farah Chery
Anavel Amparo De Los Santos
Jinquan Deng
Susy Dominguez
Marilou Fonti
Roxanne Faye Hagan
Dezarae Tatyana Hall
Christina Henriquez †
Shivani Hiralall
Kirdon Gemari Syloan Jones
Kalliopi Karydis
Megan Kessler

Tiffany Kyi †
Nicole Yusely Lopez
Amanda Brooke Macchiarola
Robiana Miller 
Uchenna Esther Ogechukwu
Patrick Julian O’Rourke
Timothy J. Raphael
Destinee Marie Rodriguez
Dalia Elia Rosas
Kathryn Marie Ruiz
Litika Sharma †
Stefania Sinnona
Stefanie Stahura †
Phuong Thi Tran †
Chanalle Kaydece Wilson
Nube Melissa Yauri
Qiaoman Zou

The Degree of Master of Science in Education



20 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

May 2026
The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Kaycee LaKay Cody
(Ph.D.)
“�The Impact of Third-Grade Literacy  
Retention Policies on Low-Income Students:  
A Case Study Approach” 
Bonnie J. Johnson, Ph.D., Mentor 

Laura Thérèse Freeze
(Ph.D.)
“�High School Teachers’ Perceptions of Care  
in the Classroom” 
Mary Beth Schaefer, Ed.D., Mentor

Bonny Guadalupe
(Ph.D.)
“�Nuestro Testimonio: The Experiences and 
Testimonios of Early-Career World Language 
Educators in an Urban High School” 
Aliya E. Holmes, Ph.D., Mentor

Carla Shonnette Meertens 
(Ph.D.)
“��Teaching Mathematics: A Qualitative Exploration  
of In-Service Middle Grades Mathematics  
Teachers’ Experiences, Instructional Practices,  
and Reflection-on-Action” 
Mary Beth Schaefer, Ed.D., Mentor 

Toni M. Morales
(Ph.D.)
“�Using Authentic Material to Motivate Adult  
Low Literacy Learners” 
Adam T. Clark, Ph.D., Mentor 

Kathleen Rose O’Farrell 
(Ph.D.)
“���Middle Grades English Language Arts  
Teachers’ Experiences of Care:  
A Narrative Case Study” 
Mary Beth Schaefer, Ed.D., Mentor 

Elizabeth Ortiz-Wright
(Ph.D.)
“��Examining Community School Hubs in  
Creating Sustainable and Transformative  
Spaces for English Learners and Families:  
A Qualitative Study” 
Bonnie J. Johnson, Ph.D., Mentor 

Eleesha Sylvia Romasko
(Ph.D.)
“The Burden of (Hand)Writing: The Lived 
Experiences of Secondary Students  
with Dysgraphia” 
Adam T. Clark, Ph.D., Mentor

 posthumously



21†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Doctor of Education

Gerard John Buckley
(Ed.D.)
“�Embracing Pluralism in Catholic Schools: 
Administrative and Faculty Perspectives on 
Multiculturalism in Education” 
Joan I. Birringer-Haig, Ed.D., Mentor 

Helena Ann Castilla-Byrne
(Ed.D.)
“�Mentoring Matters: A Phenomenological  
Study of How Principals Support New Teacher 
Development and Retention in Inner-City 
Catholic Schools” 
Anthony J. Annunziato, Ed.D., Mentor  

Jenny Valentine Cook
(Ed.D.)
“�Reframing Discipline Through a Justice Lens: 
Educator Perceptions of Restorative Practices  
in Special Education Schools” 
Anthony J. Annunziato, Ed.D., Mentor  

Ruth Christina Desronvil
�(Ed.D.) 
“�Program Evaluation: A Study to Evaluate  
a Traditional Suspension Program Versus 
an Alternate Suspension Program” 
James R. Campbell, Ph.D., Mentor 

Kevin Allen Fleming
(Ed.D.)
“�Investigating the Lived Experiences of  
Students in the Online Community College 
Learning Environment” 
Barbara Cozza, Ph.D., Mentor 

Christopher John Foster
(Ed.D.)
“�Multi-Tier Systems of Support:  
A K–12 Case Study” 
Anthony J. Annunziato, Ed.D., Mentor 

Andrew David Frey-Gould
(Ed.D.)
“�The Impact of Music Education on Language 
Acquisition of English Language Learners” 
Jenny Yang, Ed.D., Mentor 

Maria Kambourakis
(Ed.D.)
“�Teacher and Administrator Perspectives  
on Participation in Professional Learning 
Communities and their Impact on Collective 
Teacher Efficacy: A Multi Case Study” 
Barbara Cozza, Ph.D., Mentor

Shonna L. Washington
(Ed.D.)
“�The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on  
Higher Education Enrollment” 
Jenny Yang, Ed.D., Mentor 



22 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

Advanced Certificate

Gregory James Arte †
Kristina J. Bufano †
Shmieza Brittney Cameron
Lucia Connors †
Matthew DAngelo
Ashley H. DeCrescenzo
Rory L. Duncan †
Liza Dupler  
Vincent Anthony Elicius
Marlene Fabian
Aleisha A. L. Forbes

Gabrielle Hearns †
Carolina Lisbeth Julian †
Sean Patrick Lewis †
Jasmine Maria Lina
Joanna Pikramenos Lombardi †
Leslie Patricia Mackay †
Julie Elizabeth Morris †
Bethany R. Murano †
Amin Othman †
Gisselle Rodriguez †
Lisa B. Rosengarten †



23†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Science in Education

Giselt Aguilar
Nafisa Farhat Ahona
Natalie Marie Almonte †
Gabrielle Amalfitano
Michaela Margaret Andriola †
Jenna Elizabeth Arcuri †
Sophia Rose Asaro
Selena Grace Bello †
Chloe Claire Bowman †
Madison Anne Buonpastore
Ava Rose Carrano
Emma Pia Cavalli †
Jade Sara Cerverizzo
Sophia Cesarano †
Jamie Elizabeth Church †
Anika Damali Davis
Vincent John DeMarco
Jessica Nicole Dennehy
Aileen Catherine Dermody †
Giuseppina Desiderio †
Julia Grace Dorney †
Sarah Ann Esposito †
Jonnathan Alberto Fallas
Michael J. Frising
Angela Maria Gallo †
Valentina Maria Giaramita †
Michelle Golyan
Emily Madison Gomoka
Ava Domenica Grassi †
Alba Samantha Guzman
Jacqueline Patricia Hansen †
Jennifer Louise Heman †
Josie Lu Hudson †
Janay Averlee Jackson
Dylan R. Johnson
Julia Messina Jones
Grace Alexandra Kelly
Rabia Khan †
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Klampert †
Isabella Nicole Kopp
Patricia Lee †
Maria Sophia Levesanos †
Tina Lin
Catherine Elizabeth McClure †

Hannah E. Meikle †
Linda Marie Melendez
Olivia Melnik
Veronica Maria Minissale
Mariajose Moreno-Mahecha
Leliah Rae Navarrete
Caitlin O’Connor
Michael Antonio Ortoli
Jenna Rose Palmiero †
Eleni Pappas
Sherry Hanul Park
Gianna Nancy Parrella †
Enisa Q. Perashi †
Kimberly Stephanie Perez
Tricia F. Perez
Nadia Shamani Persaud †
Vindy Persaud
Ciara Anne Piscioneri
Laura J. Puma †
Jake Anthony Pushkin
Bridgette Christie Ramjag
Hailey Madison Reed †
Ronald John Riccardi
Victoria Selena Rodriguez †
Alisha Sapna Sampath †
Sofia Rose Sanfilippo
Nicholas Jason Santiago
Maryann Lisa Savino †
Michelle Renee Shlifer †
Catarina Maria Silva †
Sianna Singh
Nicholas James Sobacinski
Athina Zoey Sofroniou †
Brendan Patrick Sullivan
Loraine Tejada
Chisa Nicole Thomas †
Anna Tsoumpariotis
Melike Vardar
Victoria Marie Varone †
Leah Von Ohlen
Joshua Pan-Lam Wong
Acayla Christina Wray
Emily Rachel Yagudaev †





25†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Business Administration 

Jade Julie Blagrove 
Lynda Anne D’Alessandro 
Erin Michele Morrissey 
Paul Francis Murphy 

Amarachukwu Jecinta Obi 
Sharmista Sarkar 
Patrick McCormick Scarborough 
Kerri Rose Stalzer 

The Degree of Master of Science

Marissa Kaylee Alperin †
Samuel James Frueh 

Kayla Brooke Moonsammy †

Maciek Nowak, Ph.D., Dean

September 2025



26 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Business Administration

Elsie Adentwi  
Mariana Arias Correa  
Dyan Aziz  
Karolina Bednarowski †
Jason Bernstein  
Alexandra Lisa Brathwaite  
Daniel Alexander Chacko  
Brian Patrick Cicero  
Maxwell Robert Coopman  
Michael Angelo Cruz  
Maria D’Amato †
Daniel Deonarine  
Thi Thanh Lam Dinh  
Rosemarie DiPaola  
Anthony Francis Gargano  
Jake Goldberg  
Corina Gonzalez  
Manvitha Gundala  
Alexander Hauck  
Epiphany Eliza Hill  
Taheera Tanseem Ilma  
Brandon Van Johnson  
Leah Khan  
Justin Knoell  
Tanner W. Kwiat  
Mya Victoria LaMadrid-Contreras  
Johannes Lang  

Christopher Adam Luxama  
Michael Vincent Marinelli  
Joseph M. Mattone  
Bridget T. McGowan †
Andrew Ng  
Dhruvi Dinesh Nisar  
John Michael Pagliarulo  
Anna Maria Pantelias †
Ashley Khiran Dhanraj Paraboo  
Patricia Lorena Pena Peguero  
Danny Perez  
Toni W. Sangster  
Nikhil Milan Sankar  
Allison Shane  
Vedika Yashti Singh  
Monique Sizemore  
John Ryan Skelton  
Dorian Soler  
Brandon Sperling  
Turrell Tonge  
Samuel Austin Vavra  
Dylan Waters  
Kevin John Williams  
Andrew P. Winter  
Theodore John Woodard  
Qianyuan Xu  
Susanthi Grace Yalagada  

January 2026



27†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Science

Tognewonou Agounou  
Timothy Ahern  
Mohammed Avaiz Ahmed  
Sayeema Ahmed  
Delanie Marie Almonte  
Joseph Anthony Arcaro  
Gabriel Emilio Baco  
Roger Joseph Buckley  
Junior Burton  
Fabrizio Giustino Carucci  
Anne Chiang  
Cassidy Jane Cisz  
Elliot Daniels  
Ronald Durante  
Dean Thomas Finn  
Jaiden Elijah Furbert-Jacobs  
Phuong Thuy Nam Ho †
Alfred Ijeomah  
Nicholas Karathanasis  
Navdeep Kaur  
Prabhleen Kaur  
Shanti Alia Mackey  
Michael A. Malgieri  
Guillermo Francisco Montalvo  
Jayden Morgan  
Ali A. Naqvi  

Aisha Nawal  
Alyssa Leigh Palmer  
Juliet Puccini-Bronstein  
Dagoberto Ramirez  
Bianca Richard  
Paul Rodriguez  
Ryan Alexander Rolon †
Ivonne Ruilova  
Prasoon Saha  
John Anthony Salegna  
Jaden Nicole Seaman  
Robert Seel  
Divya Shah  
Anuj Luke Shaji  
Ofir Shemesh  
Clefton Simon  
Frederick Spreen  
Kyle Robert Stevenson †
Isha Tachhekar †
Niiru Takahashi  
Daniela Nicole Talio †
Emmanuel Theodosiou  
Daniel Anthony Tock  
Olivia Trainor-Thomas  
Yu Yang  



28 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

Domenick John Abitino 
Baffour Kofi Opoku Adusei 
Tendrina Alexandre 
Christian Andrade 
Susan Aracena-Arevalo 
Peter Attia 
Shahariar Azad 
Christopher Stalin Barrera 
Joshua Romel Beaton 
Douglas Harry Beney 
Lavik Naresh Bhojwani 
Daniel Bhola 
Natalie Bialczak 
Kaitlyn N. Blanck 
John Robert Boger 
Christian Boodram 
Ronak Bothra 
William Richard Bouley 
Christopher Fernandez Brand 
Racquel AnnMarie Brown 
James Hammond Cairney 
Giovanni Armand Capparelli 
Brianna Cespedes 
Tianna Nicole Charles 
Caleb Cheng 
Alexander J. Chmiel 
Michael Andrew Cirillo 
Amber Lynne Clarke 
Victor Cohen 
Justin Jack Como 
Alexie Ann Crisp 
Colby W. Crowe 
Nicole Paige D’Alessandro 
Madison D’Antona 
Saskia Karla DaSilva †
Christina Elizabeth DeAngelis 

Dominic James DeRocha †
Michael Distefano 
Dean Robert Dobbins 
Erin Janice Doyle 
Omar W. Elsanhoury 
Lena Elwafi 
Michael William Henry Esposito 
Gabrielle Francois 
Jennifer Gallegos 
Amariis Garcia 
Keila Garcia Menjivar 
Madlen S. Gogueva 
Brandon J. Gomez
Mya Alexis Gomez 
Owen Leonard Grady 
Tanisha Guirand 
Konstantino Mark Hanrahan 
Alan Hui 
Sacha Michelle Johnson 
James M. Keegan 
John Francis Kelhetter 
Suhayl Khan 
George I. Kontogianis 
Leroy Kwok 
Loi An Le 
Katherine Gail Lee 
Jessica Li 
Kishelle Karina Esther Licorish
Thomas Lin 
Alisha Lodhi 
Dana Maureen Lorcheim 
Maya Alexandra Marchan 
Alec Marinaccio 
Aaron Tyler Matias 
Lyndsay Marie Mogland 
Somadatta Mohanty 

The Degree of Master of Business Administration

May 2026



29†Graduate Certificate of Excellence

The Degree of Master of Business Administration (continued)

Raymond James Moniz 
Antonio Demetrious Mosby 
Darien Moses 
Adrian Murawski 
James Anthony Nasisi 
Jaleel W. Nicholson 
Anthony Chinwendu Onwugbenu 
Joseph Stephen Orlandino 
Priyam S. Patel 
Seth Louis Patsakos 
Ashley Gabrielle Perez 
Nikita Shivani Persaud 
Carmelina Pica 
Tushar Poddar 
Darlene Ramdin 
Justine Crissy Ramgoolam 
Camila Isabel Ramirez 
Ashleigh Rose Gonzaga Requijo 
Ariana Brielle Robinson 
Jonathan Ray Rodriguez 
Aisha Kanwal Sabar †
Junior Jose Salazar 
Joshua Michael Salinas 
Adam Samakovlis 
Daniel Xavier Sangil †

Casimiro Vincent Sanicola 
Melanie Santos 
John Sati 
Phillip P. Schacht 
Aidan James Scharf 
Mohammed Sharukh 
Dylan Zachary Sices 
Anupa Singh
Payal Kaur Singh 
Rudradev Ram Pratap Singh 
Kesi St. Omer 
Jack Sullivan 
Georgia Szulkin 
Julianna Rose Taliercio 
Yudraj Tiwari Jr. 
Kayla Arlene Todzia 
Nicolas Brendan Torrens 
Aldo Gabriel Torres
Ndubuisi Utti 
Gianna Lilla Veneziano 
Jack Michael Viceconte 
Julia Christine Viera 
Julianna Angelique Vincent 
Scott Wyman 
Carolina Zamudio 



30 †Graduate Certificate of Excellence

Emmanuel K. Adams
Justin Tyler Alexander
Robert Alexander 
Julia R. Ashton 
Laia Simone Macasaet Barro 
Ariana Felicia Bartnick 
Arsalan Batla 
Karen E. Beglin 
Thomas Beqi 
Gillian Shea Bisceglia 
Ashlee Marie Dominique Braham 
James Andrew Burns 
Antonio George Castillo 
Dan Na Chen 
Shalini Chhetri 
Jake T. Chinappi 
Derek Ho-Yin Choi 
Nazeefa Nazim Chowdhury 
Tara Marie Connolly 
John Matthew Curtis †
Mary Angela Macatangay Dalena 
Nicholas M. Diagostino 
Barbara DiSclafani 
Sandra Dzhambazov 
Princely Emile 
John Robert Flemm
Kai Nicholas Francis 
Cory M. Gardner †
Anthony Evangelos Giannopoulos 
Alexandra Sofia Gonzalez 
Ashley Jade-ann Graham 
Nicole Mary Greenough 
William Griffith †
Wendolyn Crystal Grullon
Chantal Gutjahr †
Eric He 
Neriah Brielle Henry 

Linn Hertz Saebbo †
Michael Alexander Hosein 
Ashley Huang 
Antonino Baldo Inglese 
Lucas Justin Javier 
Stephanie Alyssa Kandasammy 
Emma Rose Korszloski 
Ronnit Kumar
Uday Kumar 
Anel Kurbanova 
Cassidy Rae LaCerra 
Fiona Devi Lakeram 
Nicole Jade Lalaram 
Joseph Xavier Lam 
Joseph John Liotta 
Rong Liu 
Cerelia Low 
Maeve Elizabeth Marra 
Stephanie Michelle Milinic †
Gigi Jolie Miller †
Jacobo Montoya 
Zachary Richard Moore 
Vasilis Moutopoulos 
Ethan John Murphy 
Drisya Nadutodhy 
Thomas Napoli 
Franklin Jonathan Neira-Siguencia 
Athina Nicolaou †
Declan Vincent OHara †
Deni Otovic 
Christian Joseph Pace 
Anthony Christopher Pepe †
Samir Perez 
Iker Perez Iriarte 
Samantha Ann Pietsch †
Crystal Rampertab 
Juan Carlos Rivera 

The Degree of Master of Science
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Advanced Certificate

Antony Abi Awad  Sean Rice 

The Degree of Master of Science (continued)

Elwood Aaron Roberts 
Isabella Luz Rodriguez 
Ariana C. Rolon 
Richard Ruiz Jr. 
George Manuel Russon 
Joanna Saint-Fleur
Youcef Saint Louis 
Antonio Joseph Sferrazza 
Anika Harish Shah 
Latchmi Singh 
Edward Sinisgalli 
Justin David Siracusa
Stephen D. Siracusa 
Eleanor Sara Somwaru †
Thomas Elliot Stafford 

Julia C. Stasiulewicz 
Konstantina Stilianesis 
Timothy Joseph Stopyra 
Darien Milen Stoyanov 
Mackenzie Noelle Tersigni 
Kasey Deonte Thelusma 
Alonso Jose Urena
Estela Urena
Isabela Maria Urena 
Angel Manuel Vega 
Mariia Voronina 
Barry Sean Walsh 
Danny Wang 
Chloe Yam 
Tanis Zavala 





33*McNair Scholar†Graduate Certificate of Excellence tHonors Program vOzanam Scholar DCatholic Scholar

Anne Y. F. Lin ’84CPHS, ’86Pharm.D., FNAP, Dean

September 2025

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Benita Britton-George
“�Biological and Chemical Evaluation of  
Amide-Based CJOC42 Derivatives as Potential 
Gankyrin-Inhibitors for the Treatment of Breast, 
Lung and Liver Cancer”  
Aaron Muth, Ph.D., Mentor 

Harsh Patel
“�Establishment and Characterization of  
Vincristine-Resistant S1 Colon Cancer Cells” 
Zhe-Sheng Chen, M.D., Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Master of Science in Physician Assistant

Massiel Garcia Christina Patellos

The Degree of Doctor of Pharmacy 

Richard A. Amoyaw
Kyle R. Deakin
Simkho Shimonov, magna cum laude

Kristi Wong
Grace R. Zhang



34 *McNair Scholar†Graduate Certificate of Excellence tHonors Program vOzanam Scholar DCatholic Scholar

January 2026 

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Yidong Li
“�Anticancer Efficacy of Methyl-Cantharidimide 
(MCA) in Liver Cancer” 
Zhe-Sheng Chen, M.D., Ph.D., Mentor

Randy Liang
“�Evaluation of Pulmonary Toxicity to  
Inhaled Erbium Oxide Nanoparticles  
in Golden Syrian Hamsters” 
Joseph M. Cerreta, Ph.D., Mentor

Rachel Renda
“�Evaluation of the Mechanism of Cell Death 
After Exposure to Amorphous Silicon Dioxide 
Nanoparticles in Rat Pleural Mesothelial Cells and 
Golden Syrian Hamsters” 
Joseph M. Cerreta, Ph.D., Mentor

Anjali Yadav
“�Mechanistic Pharmacology and Preclinical 
Research of Stiripentol, a Potential Therapeutic  
for Glioblastoma” 
Vikas V. Dukhande, Ph.D., Mentor

Shari Yarde
“�Rhodanine and its Derivative Epalrestat Induce 
Hepatitis and Sinusoidal Dilation via Activation  
of the IL-6 Signaling Pathway” 
Xingguo Cheng, Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Master of Science

Peter Astriab
Celia Macari

Pushpita Paul

The Degree of Doctor of Pharmacy

Alyssa N. Barry
Dean R. Durante
Mabel S. Fernandes
Seamran Kaur

Ye Song Koag
Gauri Patel
Prova B. Salim
Youyou Wang, magna cum laude

The Degree of Master of Science in Biological and Pharmaceutical Biotechnology

Jeury Gomez Alison Rowe Landicho Tacderas



35*McNair Scholar†Graduate Certificate of Excellence tHonors Program vOzanam Scholar DCatholic Scholar

May 2026 

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Teeshavi Acosta
“�Prevention of Inflammation-Associated 
Neurodegeneration: Assessing the Efficacy  
of N,N-Dimethylacetamide (DMA) in 
Lipopolysaccharide (LPS)-Induced 
Neuroinflammation Using C57BL/6 Mice” 
Sandra E. Reznik, M.D., Ph.D., Mentor

Shraddha Bhutkar
“�Panobinostat and Abemaciclib Combination  
is Effective and Induces Metabolic Alterations  
and Impairs Autophagy in Pancreatic  
Ductal Adenocarcinoma” 
Vikas V. Dukhande, Ph.D., Mentor

Letao Bo
“�Umbralisib Antagonizes Multidrug Resistance  
in ABCB1-Overexpressing Cancer Cells” 
John N.D. Wurpel, Ph.D., Mentor

Dhwani Mehta
“�Design of Conformationally Modulated 
Saccharides and Applications in the Synthesis  
of Optimized Antigens” 
Carlos A. Sanhueza Chavez, Ph.D., Mentor

Meghana Mokashi
“�Development of Inhaled Dual-Drug Formulation 
for Malignant Pleural Mesothelioma” 
Vivek Gupta, Ph.D., Mentor

Akanksha Patel
“�Development of an Injectable In Situ  
Forming Implant for Co-Delivering PROTACs  
for NSCLC Treatment” 
Ketankumar D. Patel, Ph.D., Mentor

Mural Quadros
“�Development of an Inhaled Drug Delivery  
System for Combination Drug Therapy for  
Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer” 
Vivek Gupta, Ph.D., Mentor



36 *McNair Scholar†Graduate Certificate of Excellence tHonors Program vOzanam Scholar DCatholic Scholar

The Degree of Master of Science

Lin Choi
Shruti Gajul
Gian Joseph

Zara Lara Aguirre
Perjae Major

The Degree of Master of Science in Biological and Pharmaceutical Biotechnology

Yexiazi Cheng



37*McNair Scholar†Graduate Certificate of Excellence tHonors Program vOzanam Scholar DCatholic Scholar

The Degree of Doctor of Pharmacy 

Sayad Abrahim
Atiya Ahmed
Salma Ahmed 
Waseq H. Ahmed
Raisa Akand
Alissa S. Akselrod
Victoria L. Akselrod, cum laude
Jack Alexandrou
Easha Amin
Ramesa Anan
Sameeha M. Arshad, magna cum laude
Maha Ashraf, cum laude
Laila Asif, magna cum laude
Rand B. Ayoub, magna cum laude
Sharupa Azmal, summa cum laude
Dillon P. Beetz
Mazal Borukhova, magna cum laude
Laiel B. Bravo
Cristian Castaneda
Arslan A. Chaudhry
Yvonne Chen, cum laude
Sairah R. Cherian, magna cum laude
Donia D. Choudhry, cum laude
Jamila Chowdhury, cum laude
Nower Chowdhury, summa cum laude
Sumaiya K. Chowdhury, magna cum laude t
Reian C. Daniels, summa cum laude t
Michelle Daza
Joseph N. DiGiovanna Jr.
Jonathan M. Escobar 
Kayla N. Esprit
Anisa J. Farrin
Abanoub Fawzy
Isabel M. Gendin, summa cum laude
Aditi Ghosh t
Richard T. Giannotti Jr.
Angel J. Gomez, cum laude
Nuzhat T. Haider, cum laude
Parsha S. Haq

Sharmin Haque t
Asmaa I. Hassanin, summa cum laude
Wendy He, summa cum laude
Sakib J. Hereb
Julia E. Hong, magna cum laude t
Juliana E. Hroncic, cum laude
Oniva T. Husain
Joane C. Huynh
Tasnim Z. Ibnat, magna cum laude
Mubashir Iftikhar
Aleena M. Jacob
Bao Lian Ju
Hajra Kamal
Simon Kang
Christopher W. Khalil
Derek Kim
Hyunwoo (Haden) Kim, cum laude t
Alana R. Knox, magna cum laude
Vasili Koutouratsas, magna cum laude
Ashley Kumar, cum laude
Stefy S. Kuriakose
Yuky Lam, magna cum laude
Esther Lee, summa cum laude
Sheri Y. Leung, summa cum laude
Christine Li, cum laude
Jin Ping L. Lian
Jasmine Liang, magna cum laude
Karen Liu, magna cum laude
Gabriella L. Lugo D
Alice E. Mahir, cum laude
Nabil Mahmud
Manuel A. Martis
Zainab Masood, magna cum laude
Maimuna Maula
Givon D. McLean t
Ashraf  A. Mekaiel
Georgios N. Melissinos
Huda I. Memon 
Alexa D. Mendez



38 *McNair Scholar†Graduate Certificate of Excellence tHonors Program vOzanam Scholar DCatholic Scholar

The Degree of Doctor of Pharmacy (continued)

Bernilton M. Mercier
Kalimullah Mohmend
Savannah T. Mossen
Marco A. Nashed, cum laude
Eric Nguyen, summa cum laude
Obinna J. Njeze
Abtahi A. Oni, cum laude
Christian P. Ortiz
John Gabriel C. Ortiz
Joshua Pappachen
Shiv M. Patel
Britney C. Phung, summa cum laude
Christopher J. Piacquadio, summa cum laude
	 (Gold Medal)
Annalise Pica, magna cum laude
Matthew T. Pickow, summa cum laude
Christiana Popovic, magna cum laude
Melissa Ramkissoon, cum laude
Hernoor K. Ranu
Kaleigh R. Rissland, cum laude
Rehna M. Roshin
John Rozario, cum laude
Stella Ruan, magna cum laude
Michelle Sabetfard
Rebecca Sabzanov, cum laude 
Tatiana K. Sanabria, cum laude
Armina Caitlyn D. Sarin
Coralie A. Sauval, magna cum laude

Brianna A. Sciarrino, summa cum laude
Aleya Z. Sharif
Jeffrey Shi
Harkirat Singh, cum laude
Prabhpreet Singh, summa cum laude t
Tally Soleimani
Brian T. Spica, summa cum laude
Katherine M. Stewart, cum laude
Erika I. Strachan, cum laude
Patrick M. Svoboda, cum laude
Christine Marie B. Tan
Rianna T. Tharay, summa cum laude
Donna E. Thomas
Anjali T. Thykattil
Joseph Topci
Brianna M. Trinh, summa cum laude
Kristy Tu
Angel Wang
Caroline Weng
Nicole M. Wilsant
Elaine J. Xu t
Nalisha Xu, summa cum laude
Nicole Yaghdjian
Kelly Yeung, summa cum laude
Ariella Y. Zadrima 
Klaudia Zalot, cum laude
Eric Zheng
Tina Zheng, cum laude t



39*McNair Scholar†Graduate Certificate of Excellence tHonors Program vOzanam Scholar DCatholic Scholar

The Degree of Master of Science in Physician Assistant

Jece Millen A. Abuan
Caitlin Acocella
Yasna Alam
Katherine Ancel
Michael Andersen
Britain Armen
Jane Banatte
Mutahira T. Bhatti
Ivy Bi
Ryan Blinn
Sophia Borgerding
Bianca Brockman
Francesca Cencioni
Amanda Centrone
Amina Cheema
Courtney Cocucci
Kathryn Crooke
Sophia Daher
Jessica Damatova
Alexandra DiSarlo
Yara Elsaadany
Shivam Gandhi
Sabrina Gerstein
Clarissa Gosine
Timothy Gray
Melanie Guardado
Joseph Gubbins
Emily Hauk
Alec Helford
Samantha Hinke
Kelvin Hong
Francesca Iannella
Jacqueline Imbasciani
Arielle Isakharov
Sasha Ameilia Kandasammy

Mikayla Kildunne
Hannah Kim
Sungmin Ko
Adrien Lam
Nicole E. Leshinsky
Gabriella Lopez
Brianna McDonald-Vitale
Audrey Meyers
Michael Moore
Cole Nicholson
Christina Passalacqua
Shivani Patel
Victor Perez
Bianca Piva
Kiera Ramaliu
Alexa Rapisarda
Nia S. Rivera
Alyssa Roach
Jocelyn Sanango
Douglas Sanchez
Victoria Sanger
Sarah Sikand
Mahema Ariana Somdat
Derek Taylor
Erin Tierney
Brielle Tomassetti
Jules Wesler
Jessie Xiao
Paul Yang
Hallelyah Yisrael
Stephanie Zhu
Amna Zulfiqar

June 2026 





41†Graduate Certificate of Excellence lClare Boothe Luce Scholar

Luca Iandoli, Ph.D., Dean

The Degree of Master of Professional Studies

Dylan Burhans
Edwin J. Ortiz
Marvin O. Perez-Vega

Jason Roman
Bruce Sheppard, Jr.
Kwesi O. Williams

The Degree of Master of Science

Simran Kaur

September 2025

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Victoria M. O’Keefe
“�Gastronomy at the Heart of Communication:   
A Locus of Human Conviviality” 
Basilio G. Monteiro, Ph.D., Mentor 

Jacqueline M. Torres
“�Neural Congruency Contrastive Learning 
Framework Validation Using Artificially Created 
EEG Data for Dyslexia Research” 
Christoforos Christoforou, Ph.D., Mentor 
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The Degree of Master of Science

Leslie Alhakim
Cassey Burrell
Crystal Carlota M. Caminade
Adrianna N. Checkers †
Nellie F. Esposito
Miguel Guerrero
Tahmidul Haque
Qian Huang
Jennifer Islam 
Emmanuella Livinus
Shalisa McKenzie-McAulay

Brianna A. Mendiola l
Payal Moorti
Ivan Rahman †
Peter S. Roumeliotis
Erhan Sahin 
Isabella A. Soria
Roseanne M. Taborsky
Samuel Thamrin
Dominick Vandenberge †
Schuyler E. Winston
Muhammad A. Yousaf

The Degree of Master of Professional Studies

Shwet Dharia
Isabella M. Koljevina †
Maria Mioduszewski
Bjorn H. Nikolajewski †
Alyssa G. O’Brien

Joseph Pierre
Brittany E. Primiano
Trevor J. Rohlehr
Matthew S. Symbouras
Michael Travino †

January 2026

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Carmen Collins 
“�����Mass Tourism and Sustainability Discourses: 
Rhetorical Analysis of Stakeholder Communication 
Across the Canary Islands, Iceland, and  
Puerto Rico” 
Nancy DiTunnariello, Ph.D., Mentor

Dallas W. Maddox †
“���Advising with Heart: How Institutional Selectivity 
and Size Shape Emotional Labor in Higher 
Education Academic Advising” 
Mark D. Juszczak, Ed.D., Mentor

Naqib A. Noory †
“�Deconstructing Shifting Narratives:  
Critical Discourse Analysis of Terminology  
Trends In UNFPA’S State of World Population 
Reports (1978-2024)” 
Basilio G. Monteiro, Ph.D., Mentor

Martyne A. Volcy 
“�Domestic Worker Abuse Among Diplomatic  
Force: The Need to Enhance Communication  
for Domestic Worker Safety” 
Nancy DiTunnariello, Ph.D., Mentor

The Degree of Doctor of Professional Studies

Catrina M. Rhatigan
“����Police Supervisor Selection Process and the  
Need for Uniformity in Practices to Improve  
Police Leadership in the USA” 
Christopher J. Cleary, Ph.D., Mentor 

Matthew P. Robinson †
“���Commercial Off-The-Shelf Electronic Warfare 
Threats to Global Positioning System Receivers” 
Bernard A. Jones, DSc, Mentor
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The Degree of Master of Professional Studies

Jenna Annecchiarico 
Caleb Blake
Daniel J. Bosco †
Thomas Byrne
Isabella B. Cautero †
Kacey Collins
Stephenie N. Cummins
Veronica Dato 
Mercedes D. Dukes	
Sophie Germain
Aidan C. Godberson
Andrew Hartog
Beaunka T. Hossain †
Angelika J. Isidro
Krystian E. Juszczak
Serafina Kastrati 
Michael J. Ko-Choi 
Marco Lala
Alyssa S. Macur †
Kazi K. Mahmood
Thomas W. Mannle

Isabella B. Marrero
Natalia M. Mercado
Manuel E. Monegro †
Idalia L. Napell
Jared T. Navarrete
Denisa G. Neagu
Alexandra Nielsen
Patrick N. Ortiz
Josiah B. Rader-Hayes 
Jessica S. Reyes
Jacob D. Robles
Dylan J. Roskovensky
Jake R. Serroen 
Matthew E. Sroczynski †
Arina Suprunova †
Rei Tepelija †
Adam C. Varela 
Shaulana Wagner
Sydnee J. Watt
Janaye I. Williams

May 2026

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Garfield Ronald Benjamin
“�����Prescriptive Behaviors: Tracking the Social  
Impact of Film Portrayals of Black Men" 
Thomas M. Kitts, Ph.D., Mentor 

Maria Villarroel
“�����“�����America is for Americans Only”: Journalistic 

Professionalism, Populism, and Latino Ethnic 
Media in the 2024 U.S. Presidential Election” 
Elisabeth Fondren, Ph.D., Mentor 

The Degree of Doctor of Professional Studies

Kyle W. McDonnell
“����Have Gun, Will Travel: The Domestic Intelligence 
Implications of Travel-To-Target Distances in  
Domestic Violent Extremist Attacks” 
Keith Cozine, Ph.D., Mentor 

Donald E. Stanton
“����Exploratory Research into U.S.-Based College/
University Population Perceptions and  
Security Responses to On-Campus Active  
Shooter Incidents” 
Bernard A. Jones, DSc, Mentor 
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The Degree of Master of Science 

Emely V. Almendariz
Peter T. Andrews
Giulio Bardelli †
Nathanael Dorsey
Catherine G. Dunn †
Aaron G. Felix
Brian Fitzgerald
Devanie D. Gajadar †
Troy Georges
Bir B. Gharti
Cole T. Grossmann
Spencer Haber
Katie He
Kyntel K. Hines
Elias Illescas
Allan Ilyasov
Joeal James
Neeta Kumari

Justin Kyan 
Matthew Ledvina
Christopher Martinez †
Gulnaz Mukanbetova
Salma Omran † l
Desiree L. Pagan
Brad Persuad
Adam Reilly
Miracle Sanchez
Olivia Seaman †
Tongyang Shen 
Valerie Shiwnarain †
Gina M. Tarabocchia
Tariere A. Timitimi 
Shameka B. Williams †
Aaron K. Wilson
Daniel O. Wilson-Eche
Oscar Xu



St. John’s University is Catholic, Vincentian,  
Metropolitan, and Global.

This digital book is not an official graduation list. While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, 
digital deadlines may result in omission of several names and use of names of people not 
completing graduation requirements as intended. This digital book, therefore, should not be used 
to determine a student’s academic or degree status. The University’s official record for conferral 
of degrees is the student’s permanent academic record maintained by the Office of the Registrar. 
Degree conferral for the May lists is pending the successful completion of all degree requirements.

St. John’s University does not discriminate on the basis of race; color; national origin; sex; actual or  
potential parental, family, or marital status; pregnancy and related conditions; disability; age; or any  
other characteristic protected by law in its programs and activities. The following person has been  
designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Esther Hutchinson, Director of  
Equal Opportunity and Compliance and Title IX and Title VI Coordinator, Office of Human Resources, 
8000 Utopia Parkway, Queens, NY 11439, 718-990-1488; hutchine@stjohns.edu.
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“God makes use of the  
humblest servants for the  
extraordinary operation  
of His grace.”

—St. Vincent de Paul 
Founder of the Vincentian Community


