
Bachelor of Arts in Asian Studies

About the B.A. in Asian Studies
Students who major in Asian Studies at St. John’s University undergo
comprehensive and critical study of the cultural and linguistic
development of the Asian world, both as a whole and as individual
societies. The B.A. program combines language instruction with
courses about the history, literature, philosophy, religion, society, and
politics of Asian cultures.

The major sequence consists of 36 credits, including 12 credits of
language courses in Chinese, Japanese, Korean, or a combination of all
three. The 24 remaining credits are distributed among courses in Asian
culture, arts, history, government, and society, which you may choose

in consultation with an advisor.

What Can I Do with a B.A. in Asian Studies?
With knowledge of the history, arts, culture, and languages of
Asia, you can enter just about any field. For professionals with a
comprehensive understanding of the world’s fastest-growing region,
special opportunities are available in the following fields:

As a graduate with a bachelor’s degree in Asian Studies, you may go
on to graduate and professional programs in the United States and
abroad. Opportunities for further study and qualifications are available
in such diverse fields as business, higher education, health care, law  
and libraries.

You can also gain a professional edge by combining your B.A. degree
with graduate degrees in East Asian studies, business administration,
and accounting through our combined degree programs.

•     Arts and culture

•     Business

•     E-commerce

•     Education

•     Finance

•     Foreign services

•     Hospitality

•     Media  

•     Public health

•     Translation and interpretation
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Message from the Director
The Institute for Asian Studies at St. John’s University was founded in
1959 with a mission to offer academic programs that foster, facilitate, and
enhance a global multicultural and multilingual education. We aim to share 
knowledge and information about Asian countries’ economic progress and
prosperity, as well as their long histories, cultural perspectives, and ideals.

Hung-Yi Erik Shen
Associate Director
Institute for Asian Studies
shenh@stjohns.edu

Research and Professional Development
In the second semester of the sophomore year, especially motivated
students may apply for the combined B.A./M.A. in Asian Studies and
East Asian Studies; the B.A./M.B.A. in Asian Studies and Business
Administration; or the B.A./M.S. in Asian Studies and Accounting.
Students may also double major or minor in another field.

The Office of Global Studies offers the opportunity to travel and study in
multiple locations throughout Asia, adding an international, experiential
dimension to your education. For more information, please visit
www.stjohns.edu/global.

You can also take advantage of valuable internship opportunities in a wide
range of fields and settings such as international aid groups, television
networks, international news organizations, and businesses.

Scholarships and Financial Aid
St. John’s University strives to place an outstanding higher education within
the financial reach of all qualified applicants. Each academic year, the Office of 
Student Financial Services awards more than $500 million in financial assistance 
through scholarships, loans, grants, and work/study programs. The Office of 
Undergraduate Admission also awards highly competitive academic scholarships.

For more information about scholarships and financial aid, please visit
www.stjohns.edu/services/financial.

Program Information 
and Applications
Hung-Yi Erik Shen
Institute for Asian Studies
St. John’s University
8000 Utopia Parkway
Queens, NY 11439
718-990-1657
shenh@stjohns.edu

Admission Information
Office of Undergraduate Admission
1-888-9STJOHNS
admission@stjohns.edu
www.stjohns.edu/admission-aid/
undergraduate-admission


